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State  appeals  still  pending 

High  Court  Nixes  Disabled  Lesbian’s  Appeal 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Karen 
Thompson  last  saw  her  disabled 
lover,  Sharon  Kowalski,  on 
August  19,  1985.  The  U.S. 

Supreme  Court’s  March  24  refusal 
to  hear  aspects  of  her  case  makes 
it  likely  she  will  continue  to  be 
barred  from  visiting  Kowalski, 
severely  injured  three  years  ago  in 
a  car  accident  and  now  living  in  a 
nursing  home  in  Hibbing,  Minn. 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No. 30) 

This  most  recent  setback  marks 
the  umpteenth  round  for 
Kowalski  and  Thompson,  who  are 
contesting  Kowalski’s  father’s 
guardianship  of  his  daughter  and 
refusal  to  allow  Thompson  visita¬ 
tion.  The  particular  issue  before 
the  Supreme  Court  concerned  a 
motion  by  the  Minnesota  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (MCLU)  that  they 
be  allowed  to  represent  Sharon 
Kowalski.  Minnesota  courts  have 
consistently  denied  the  MCLU 
that  right,  stating  that  Sharon 
Kowalski  is  “incompetent”  to 
choose  her  own  counsel.  No  com- 


By  Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 

NEW  YORK  —  Lesbian  and 
gay  activists  and  health  workers 
here  expressed  anger  and  concern 
last  week  over  an  apparent  breach 
in  the  confidentiality  of  lists  of 
people  being  treated  for  AIDS. 
The  breach  came  to  light  in  the 
course  of  a  60  Minutes  television 
profile  of  lawyer  Roy  Cohn. 

Mike  Wallace  interviewed  Cohn 
—  once  Chief  Counsel  to  Senator 
Joseph  McCarthy,  conductor  of 
the  anti-Communist  and  anti-gay 
“witchhunts”  of  the  1950s  —  on 
CBS-TV’s  60  Minutes  on  March 
30.  When  Cohn  said  he  had  liver 
cancer  that  is  now  in  remission, 
Wallace  countered  that  “everyone 
asks”  if  Cohn  actually  had  AIDS. 
Cohn  “categorically”  denied  hav¬ 
ing  AIDS  and  suggested  that 
Wallace  question  Cohn’s  doctors. 
The  journalist  then  charged  that 
“we  were  told  by  other  sources 
(than  his  doctors]  that  Roy  Cohn’s 
name  was  on  the  NIH  [National 
Institutes  of  Health]  computer  for 
AIDS.”  “Well,  I  shouldn’t  be,” 
Cohn  responded.  “I’ll  get  that 
taken  care  of  very  fast.”  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  AIDS  treatment  is 
given  in  the  same  NIH  division  in 
which  he  receives  his  treatments 
for  cancer.  Wallace  then  went  on 
to  discuss  a  rumor  that  Cohn  is 
gay,  to  which  Cohn  responded, 
“It’s  a  lie.” 

In  a  telephone  interview  on 
April  4,  Mike  Wallace  told  GCN 
he  had  learned  of  the  presence  of 
Cohn’s  name  on  an  NIH  computer 
printout  from  someone  who  had 
seen  it  there  and  reported  it  to  him. 
He  would  not  disclose  his  source, 
but  noted  that  within  a  large  agen¬ 
cy  such  as  the  NIH,  many  in¬ 
dividuals,  including  “doctors, 
nurses,  technicians  [and]  com¬ 
puter  people,”  have  access  to  sup¬ 
posedly  confidential  computerized 
data.  Wallace  particularly  em¬ 
phasized  the  latter  group  and  men¬ 
tioned  the  much-publicized  issue 
of  computer  break-ins.  He  further 


petency  hearing  has  ever  been  held 
to  determine  Kowalski’s  abilities. 
The  Court’s  denial — without  com¬ 
ment — of  a  hearing  returns  the 
case,  in  Karen  Thompson’s 
words,  “to  the  old  boys’ 
network”  of  the  Minnesota 
courts. 

Thompson,  however,  along 
with  the  MCLU  and  Tom  Hayes, 
court-appointed  attorney  for 
Sharon  Kowalski,  intend  to  con¬ 
tinue  pursuing  other  legal 
avenues.  Still  pending  at  the  state 
appellate  court  level  is  an  appeal 
on  the  original  decision  of  July  23, 
1985  instating  Kowalski’s  father, 
Donald,  as  guardian.  Also  pend¬ 
ing  are  appeals  to  have  Sharon 
Kowalski  tested  for  competency, 
to  have  Donald  Kowalski  found 
“in  contempt  of  court”  for  failing 
to  place  his  daughter  in  a 
rehabilitation  facility  rather  than  a 
nursing  home  and  for  prohibiting 
visits  from  Thompson  which  nurs¬ 
ing  home  workers  stated  were 
helpful  to  Sharon  Kowalski’s 


noted  that  he  had  forewarned 
Cohn  that  he  wanted  to  bring  up 
both  AIDS  and  homosexuality 
during  the  60  Minutes  segmeni  and 
said  Cohn  agreed  that  he  could. 

Darrell  Yates  Rist,  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  (GLAAD),  noted  on 
local  radio  station  WBAI  that 
Wallace  was  “so  obsessed”  with 
baiting  Cohn  that  “he  missed  the 
real  story”  he  had  uncovered 
“easy  access  to  the  AIDS  list  at  a 
government  facility.” 

“How  in  the  world  did  Mike 
Wallace  gain  access  to  a  confiden¬ 
tial  file?”  asked  Dr.  Barbara  Star- 
rett.  President  of  New  York  Physi¬ 
cians  for  Human  Rights  (NYPHR) 
in  an  interview  with  GCN. 
“Anyone  who  has  access  to  such 
files  should  insure  their  confiden¬ 
tiality,”  she  declared.  Starrett 
added  that  in  an  April  20  meeting 
about  HTLV-III  antibody  testing 
and  confidentiality,  NYPHR 
would  address  the  issue  of  privacy 
of  lists  of  people  with  AIDS.  Dr. 
Lawrence  Mass,  co-founder  of 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  author 
of  that  organization’s  pamphlet, 
“Medical  Questions  about 
AIDS,’’  and  member  of 
GLAAD’s  Scientific  Advisory 
Committee,  commented  that  this 
situation  “shows  you  how  flimsy 
confidentiality  can  be...  [and] 
why  people  don’t  want  to  put  their 
names  on  things  even  where  con¬ 
fidentiality  is  supposed  to  be 
guaranteed.” 

NIH  Public  Information  staff 
member  Colleen  Hendrickson  told 
GCN  she  was  aware  of  Wallace’s 
statement  on  60  Minutes,  but  in¬ 
dicated  “nothing  has  been  done” 
to  detect  an  information  leak.  She 
admitted  after  some  hesitation 
that  the  Center  keeps  computeriz¬ 
ed  lists  that  mention  diagnoses, 
but  claimed  that  access  to  them  is 
“very  limited,  ...  very 
restricted.”  Of  disclosure  of 
Continued  on  page  3 


recovery. 

The  final  appeal  concerns  a 
motion  to  have  attorney  Jack 
Fena  removed  from  the  case.  Fena 
represents  Donald  Kowalski  in  the 
guardianship  dispute  while 
simultaneously  representing 
Sharon  Kowalski  in  a  personal  in¬ 
jury  suit  against  the  bar  that  serv¬ 
ed  alcohol  to  the  person  who  hit 
her.  Thompson,  the  MCLU,  and 
Tom  Hayes  contend  Fena  cannot 
represent  a  client  in  one  case  and 
be  opposed  to  her  in  another.  In 
an  interview  with  GCN  two 
months  ago,  Fena  denied  any  con¬ 
flict  of  interest  in  his  position. 

While  Thompson  has  filed  for  a 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
CONCORD,  CA  —  Russell 
Wright  was  Timothy  Lee’s  room¬ 
mate.  When  Lee  was  found  hang¬ 
ing  from  a  tree  in  this  suburb  of 
San  Francisco,  Wright  said  there 
was  no  reason  to  believe  Lee  had 
committed  suicide.  Lee  was  in 
good  spirits  before  his  death, 
Wright  said. 

Now,  Wright  has  apparently 
changed  his  story.  He  says  that  he 
lied  to  lessen  the  blow  to  Lee’s 
family.  He  says  that  Lee  was 
depressed  prior  to  his  death  and 
that  he  talked  about  suicide  the 
very  night  he  died. 

The  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  Peo¬ 
ple  (NAACP)  agrees  that  Wright 
was  lying.  The  group  disagrees 
that  he  is  now  telling  the  truth, 
however,  and  maintains  that 
Wright  himself  wrote  the 
“suicide”  note  found  near  his 
roommate’s  body. 

Timothy  Lee,  a  young  Black 
gay  man,  was  found  hanging  from 
a  tree  near  the  Bay  Area  Rapid 
Transit  (BART)  station  in  this 
predominantly  white  city  on 
November  2  (see  GCN  Vol.  13, 
No.31).  The  Police  claim  Lee  was 
murdered.  Groups  from  within 
the  Black  and  gay/lesblan  com¬ 
munities,  including  the  NAACP 
and  an  ad  hoc  coalition,  say  he 
may  have  been  murdered. 

Activists  and  police  agree  that 
Lee,  a  Berkeley  resident,  fell 
asleep  on  the  last  train  from  San 
Francisco  on  the  evening  of 
November  1.  BART  employees 
woke  Lee  at  the  last  stop  in  Con¬ 
cord,  where  he  was  told  to  wait 
until  trains  started  at  6  a.m.  the 
following  morning.  Lee  called 
both  Wright  and  the  mother  of  a 
friend  shortly  after  1  a.m.  for  a 
ride  home,  but  no  one  could  pick 
him  up. 

Lee’s  body  was  found  the 
following  afternoon.  The  Contra 
Costa  County  Coroner’s  office 
reported  that  he  had  died  at  ap¬ 
proximately  6  a.m.  The  police 
concluded  that  Lee  had  commit¬ 
ted  suicide. 

Activists  have  questioned  that 
conclusion  for  several  reasons. 
First,  the  note  found  near  Lee  was 
illegible,  and  the  names  of  his 
brother  and  sister  were  misspelled. 
Second,  Lee’s  body  was  covered 


restraining  order  to  bar  disburse¬ 
ment  of  funds  collected  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  injury  suit  pending  an  ap¬ 
pellate  court  ruling  on  the  conflict 
of  interest  motion,  she  told  GCN 
the  personal  injury  suit  may 
already  be  settled.  Provisions  of 
that  settlement  have  not  yet  been 
formally  released,  but  Thompson 
stated  that  she  has  been  informed 
that  the  terms  deny  Sharon 
Kowalski  access  to  the  damages 
for  at  least  the  next  20  years. 
“Things  could  be  done  for  Sharon 
right  now,”  said  Thompson,  “but 
they  [her  parents]  want  the  estate 
[$330,000].”  Jack  Fena  did  not 
return  GCA’s  calls. 


with  what  the  coroner’s  office 
called  ant  bites,  but  what  Lee’s 
sister  said  appeared  to  be  cuts 
resulting  from  a  struggle.  Third,  a 
couple  who  live  near  the  train  sta¬ 
tion  heard  screams  early  during 
the  morning  of  Lee’s  death. 
Carmen  Fortes,  of  the  Coalition 
Against  Racist,  Sexist,  and  Anti¬ 
gay  Attacks,  a  group  formed  in 
the  wake  of  Lee’s  death,  says  the 
couple  has  not  been  questioned  by 
the  police. 

A  representative  of  the 
NAACP,  Thordie  Ashley,  wrote 
to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  In¬ 
vestigation  (FBI)  on  November  29 
asking  them  to  investigate  Lee’s 
death.  Included  with  that  letter 
were  statements  from  Wright  and 
Lee’s  coworkers  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  not  suicidal.  On  the 
strength  of  the  NAACP’s  request, 
the  FBI  began  an  investigation  on 
January  7. 

The  present  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  Wright’s  testimony  and 
the  origin  of  the  alleged  suicide 
note  began  when  Andrea 
McNichol,  a  self-described 
graphologist  and  “examiner  of 
question  document”  for  court 
proceedings,  saw  a  copy  of  the 
note  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times.  “It 
didn’t  look  like  any  suicide  note  1 
have  ever  seen,”  McNichol  said, 
“and  I  have  seen  suicide  notes  in 
ample  number.” 

McNichol  wrote  to  Ashley 
and  asked  if  she  could  be  sent  a 
clearer  copy  of  the  note  and  a 
sample  of  Lee’s  writing.  Ashley 
sent  both,  as  well  as  the  packet  of 
information  she  had  sent  to  the 
FBI. 

McNichol  informed  the  Con¬ 
cord  Police  and  the  FBI  of  the 
findings  of  her  analysis  of  the 
writings  on  March  3.  Although 
she  would  not  tell  GCA  the  details 
of  her  findings,  she  said,  “there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
Timothy  Lee  did  not  write  that 
note.”  She  said  she  is  certain  who 
did  write  the  note,  and  that  she 
obtained  a  writing  sample  of  this 
individual  in  the  packet  Ashley 
sent.  Ashley  has  said  the  person 
McNichol  is  implicating  is  Wright. 
McNichol  would  not  deny  that  she 
believes  Wright  wrote  the  note. 

After  McNichol  sent  her  find¬ 
ings  to  the  Concord  police,  the 


Thompson  noted  that  state- 
funded  medical  assistance,  now 
paying  Sharon  Kowalski’s  bills, 
“won’t  pay  for  a  lot  of  things 
Sharon  needs,”  including  a 
rehabilitation  program,  an  electric 
wheelchair,  and  a  van  with  a  lift. 

Echoing  fears  she  has  expressed 
throughout  the  three  years  since 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  accident, 
Thompson  said  her  lover’s 
chances  for  rehabilitation  are  fast 
slipping  away.  “I’m  scared 
because  time  is  running  out,”  she 
said. 

— filed  from  Boston 


department  questioned  Wright  for 
the  first  time. In  a  written  state¬ 
ment  to  the  police,  published  in 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter  (B.A.R.) 
Wright  said  “This  note  regards 
the  statement  I  made  on  12/2 
regarding  the  death  of  Timothy 
Charles  Lee.  I’m  declaring  the 
statement  as  false  and  invalid.  I 
wrote  it  because  I  didn’t  think  the 
case  would  go  this  far.  I  also 
wrote  that  statement  because  1 
believed  I  could  ease  the  pain  of 
his  sister.  I  thought  that  1  would 
help  her  out.  I  wrote  the  statement 
because  I  thought  1  couldn’t  face 
her  with  the  truth.” 

Wright  continued,  “But  the 
truth  is,  1  remember  his  depres¬ 
sion  and  low-keyed  behavior  a 
week  prior  to  his  death.  He  seem¬ 
ed  to  be  down  and  easily  upset. 
On  the  night  I  called  him  at  the 
BART  station  I  tried  to  find  a  ride 
for  him.  At  the  time  1  asked  him 
what  he  was  going  to  do.  He  said, 
‘Maybe  I’ll  throw  myself  in  front 
of  a  car.’  He  hung  up  and  that  was 
the  last  that  I  heard  of  him.” 

Ashley  called  Wright’s  second 
statement  “ludicrous.”  She  said 
there  is  a  “100  percent  match” 
between  Wright’s  writing  and  that 
in  the  note,  and  called  him  a 
“liar.”  She  stopped  short  of  alleg¬ 
ing  that  Wright  was  involved  in 
Lee’s  death,  however.  She  also 
charged  the  Concord  police  with 
negligence  in  the  investigation  of 
Lee’s  death,  claiming  that  they 
had  opened  and  closed  the  case 
three  times. 

Captain  Robert  Evans  of  the 
Concord  Police  confirmed  that 
McNichol  had  implicated  Wright, 
but  dismissed  her  findings.  “Have 
you  ever  looked  up  ‘graphologist’ 
in  the  dictionary?”  Evans  said, 
“It’s  a  person  who  analyzes  hand¬ 
writing  and  makes  pronounce¬ 
ments  about  a  person’s  personali¬ 
ty.  McNichol  is  not  a  forensic  ex¬ 
pert.  We  sent  handwriting  samples 
to  a  forensic  expert  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice,  and  he  said  that 
Lee  had  written  the  suicide  note 
and  Wright  hadn’t.” 

“This  is  a  very  tragic  case,” 
Evans  said,  “but  it  was  a  suicide. 
The  evidence  is  clear.  Speculation 
is  one  thing,  but  hard  evidence  is 
another.” 

Continued  on  page  3 
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quote  of  the  week 

I  think  it's  important  that  people  recognize  in  me 
they're  not  getting  just  another  clone. 

—Joseph  Kennedy  2d,  Massachusetts  candidate  for 
the  Eighth  District  Congressional  seat,  in  an  inter¬ 
view  in  the  April  10  Boston  Globe. 


very  different  times 

BjSTON  —  Speakers  and  workshops  at  the 
“Very  Different  Times”  conference  for  VDT  users 
echoed  the  same  theme:  organizing  will  make  the 
critical  difference  in  how  jobs  are  designed  and  how 
technology  is  applied. 

About  250  union  and  non-union  office  workers, 
primarily  women,  gathered  April  5  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Harbor  campus  for  a  day-long  con¬ 
ference  and  the  launching  of  the  new  Massachusetts 
Coalition  on  New  Office  Technology. 

Emerging  throughout  the  day  as  key  issues  were: 
health  hazards,  including  the  high  rate  of  coronary 
disease  among  women  clerical  workers  (twice  that  of 
women  in  other  stressful  occupations);  reproductive 
hazards;  the  computer  monitoring  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  seven  million  office  workers  in  the  U.S.; 
unequal  opportunity  for  women  of  color  who  make  up 
30  percent  of  the  clerical  workforce  and  are  clustered 
in  the  lowest  paying  and  most  repetitive  of  all  office 
jobs;  the  increasing  trend  toward  sending  office  work 
overseas  to  be  performed  at  starvation  wages;  the 
progressive  deskilling  of  of.ice  workers;  and  the 
abysmally  low  salaries  of  VDT  operators. 

Individual  unions  have  implemented  strategies 
to  protect  VDT  operators,  including  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  health  and  safety  committees  and  a  push  for 
contracts  that  curtail  monitoring.  However,  the  new 
coalition  is  expected  to  greatly  improve  organizing 
success  by  both  union  and  non-union  workers.  Con¬ 
ference  organizer  Lisa  Gallatin  told  GCN  the  coali¬ 
tion,  which  includes  representatives  from  over  35 
unions,  women's  and  health  organizations,  will  begin 
a  public  education  campaign  on  all  the  issues  raised 
in  the  conference  workshops.  “Ultimately,  the  coali¬ 
tion  will  go  beyond  education,”  said  Gallatin.  “Its  in¬ 
tent  is  to  be  an  action-oriented  organization  set  out  to 
influence  policy  on  all  levels.” 

For  more  information  about  the  Massachusetts 
Coalition  on  New  Office  Technology,  call  (617) 
524-4040. 

—  Julie  Ogletree 


the  larouche  bandwagon 

CHICAGO  —  Swelling  the  ranks  of  ultra-right 
candidates  now  at  home  in  the  mainstream  of  U.S. 
politics,  two  supporters  of  Lyndon  LaRouche’s  Na¬ 
tional  Democratic  Policy  Committee  won  Democratic 
primaries  here,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 
Mark  Fairfield,  the  Democratic  nominee  for  lieute¬ 
nant  governor  and  Janice  Hart,  the  nominee  for 
secretary  of  state,  outlined  a  platform  which  advo¬ 
cates  quarantine  of  people  with  AIDS  and  mandatory 
HTLV-III  testing,  Reagan's  “star  wars”  program, 
citizens  groups  to  hunt  down  drug  dealers,  and 
“Nuremberg  tribunals”  to  deal  with  “treason.” 

In  Joliet,  III.,  LaRouche  supporters  won  the  coun¬ 
ty  auditor  nomination  and  elected  a  number  of 
Democratic  Party  Committee  members. 

Taken  aback  by  the  LaRouche  victories,  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  has  joined 
Democrats  in  Illinois  in  calling  for  close  monitoring  of 
all  candidates  running  as  Democrats.  Adlai  Steven¬ 
son,  the  Democratic  Party  candidate  for  governor,  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  “never  run  on  a  ticket  with  can¬ 
didates  who  espouse  the  hatefilled  folly  of  Lyndon 
LaRouche”  and  would  “explor[e]  every  legal  remedy 
to  purge  these  bizarre  and  dangerous  extremists  from 
the  Democratic  ticket.” 

However,  it  may  take  more  than  monitoring  and 
legal  action  to  turn  back  LaRouche  candidates,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  poll  by  J.  Michael  McKeon,  conducted  in 
Joliet.  McKeon  told  the  Times  that  “most  [voters]  had 
no  idea  what  the  [LaRouche]  party  stood  for”  but  “are 
tire  dof  the  way  the  two  political  parties  handle  their 
problems.” 

In  the  meantime,  the  LaRouche  party  is  taking 
advantage  of  its  upset  in  Illinois  to  run  other  can¬ 
didates  on  the  Democratic  party  ticket,  including  Art 
Hoffman,  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  running  unopposed  for 
the  40th  Congressional  District  seat;  and  retired  Air 
Force  Major  Robert  Patton,  of  New  Hampshire,  runn¬ 
ing  against  Republican  Senator  Warren  Rudman. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  candidates  in  the 
Boston  area  where  last  December  an  AIDS  quarantine 
proposal  introduced  and  then  rescinded  by 
Boston  City  Councillor  Albert  “Dapper”  O'Neil  proved 
to  be  identical  to  a  measure  authored  by  the 
LaRouche  Party.  Candidates  in  the  Boston  area  in¬ 
clude  Richard  Black,  running  for  the  8th  Congres¬ 
sional  District  seat;  David  Kenner,  running  for  the  9th 
Congressional  District  seat  currently  held  by  John  J. 
Moakley;  and  David  Peterson,  running  against  Rep. 
Brian  J.  Donnelly  in  the  11th  District. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


the  politics  of  aids 

NEW  YORK  —  Three  Gay  Community  News 
writers  —  Kevin  Cathcart,  Cindy  Patton  and  Michael 
Bronski  —  will  be  speaking  at  the  annual  Socialist 
Scholars  Conference  here  on  April  19  at  1.  The  panel, 
sponsored  by  The  South  End  Press,  will  feature 
Cathcart  on  “Complications  on  the  Way  to  Liberation: 
The  Impact  of  AIDS  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,” 
Patton  on  “For  Us  or  Against  Us:  The  Politics  of  Safe 
Sex,”  and  Bronski  on  “Death  and  the  Erotic  Imagina¬ 
tion:  Gay  Culture  and  the  AIDS  Epidemic.”  There  will 
be  a  discussion  after  the  presentations. 

The  Conference  will  be  held  April  18-20  at  the 
Borough  of  Manhattan  Community  College,  199 
Chambers  St.,  NYC.  More  information  can  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  writing  R.L.  Norman  Jr.,  CUNY  Democratic  Club, 
R,  901,  33  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York,  NY  10036. 

—Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


kuropat  resigns  from  ngitf 

NEW  YORK  —  Citing  an  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  her  co-director  and  board  of  directors  to  work 
effectively  towards  financial  stability,  Rosemary 
Kuropat,  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force's 
(NGLTF)  co-director  for  finance  and  administration, 
resigned  effective  April  4,  the  Washington  Blade 
reports.  In  her  five-page  resignation  letter,  Kuropat 
also  charged  that  NGLTF  has  focussed  on  AIDS 
issues  to  the  exclusion  of  other  important  gay/lesbian 
issues,  and  that  co-director  Jeff  Levi  sought  board 
support  to  avoid  budget  cuts  she  had  proposed. 

Kuropat’s  resignation  came  about  after  NGLTF's 
board,  facing  a  major  cash  flow  problem,  decided  to 
lay  off  one  or  two  staff  members.  A  special  NGLTF 
board  meeting  will  be  held  in  New  York  on  April  19-20 
to  deal  with  the  financial  crisis. 

The  Blade  quotes  board  members  who  defended 
NGLTF's  emphasis  on  AIDS,  while  acknowledging 
the  inherent  difficulties  in  splitting  the  top  staff  posi¬ 
tion,  once  held  by  Virginia  Apuzzo,  between  two  equal 
co-directors  —  Kuropat  who  works  out  of  New  York 
and  Levi,  who  heads  up  the  Washington,  D.C.  office. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


women  taking  power 


BOSTON  —  Approximately  200  women  and  a  few 
men  gathered  Tuesday  evening,  April  8,  at  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church  for  a  program  entitled  “Women 
Taking  Power.”  Organized  primarily  by  Renewal 
House,  a  Boston-based  shelter  for  battered  women, 
and  sponsored  by  40  area  women's  groups,  the  event 
was  held  “In  memory  of  women  who  have  died  due  to 
patriarchal  violence;  In  celebration  of  those  who  have 
survived;”  and  as  “A  service  with  passionate  commit¬ 
ment  to  continue  the  struggle.  ” 

Beginning  with  an  apology  from  the  organizers 
for  designing  the  whole  program  before  realizing  the 
church  was  not  wheelchair  accessible,  speakers 
Robin  Scott,  former  staff  member  of  Renewal  House, 
Alba  Baerga  of  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez,  and  Betty  Ellis- 
Hagler,  co-pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Com¬ 
munity,  spoke  about  women's  suffering  and  women's 
survival.  Music  was  provided  by  Tracy  Chapman  and 
Carolyn  McDade. 

The  evening  ended  with  people  lighting  candles 
and  saying  the  names  of  women  they  had  known  who 
had  died  as  a  result  of  patriarchal  violence.  After  the 
service,  participants  marched  with  lighted  candles  to 
a  statue  near  the  State  House  of  Mary  Dyer,  a  Ouaker 
woman  hanged  in  1660  for  her  religious  views. 

Kris  Larson,  Renewal  House's  fundraiser  and  an 
organizer  of  the  event,  said  $110  had  been  collected 
to  aid  Arlington  Street  Church's  efforts  to  become 
wheelchair  accessible,  and  that  “Women  Taking 
Power”  will  become  an  annual  event. 

—  Anne  Phibbs 


a  pledge  to  boycott 


SAN  FRANCISCC  —  Lesbian  and  gay  activists 
have  launched  a  boycott  against  the  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System  affiliate  which  aired  a  March  25  televi¬ 
sion  documentary  depicting  a  Black  man  with  AIDS 
as  a  prostitute  (See  GCN,  Vol.13,  No.36).  The 
documentary  has  been  criticized  for  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  Fabian  Bridges,  the  person  with  AIDS,  now 
deceased.  Bridges,  who  had  no  access  to  health  care 
or  support,  was  paid  $15  a  day  for  his  cooperation 
with  filming  crews.  Meanwhile,  his  health 
deteriorated. 

Coming  Up!  reported  that  a  broad-based  coali¬ 
tion  of  political  and  professional  organizations  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  announced  the  boycott  of 
TV  station  KQED  after  the  station,  citing  “freedom  of 
the  press,”  ignored  demands  that  the  show  be 
cancelled.  Boycott  organizers  have  asked  people  not 
to  pledge  money  to  the  station  until  KQED  produces  a 
show  that  is  positive  in  its  depiction  of  persons  with 
AIDS  and  until  airing  of  the  Bridges’  documentary  is 
investigated. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


lesbian  and  gay  jews 

NEW  YORK  —  A  conference  entitled  “Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews  in  the  Jewish  Community”  will  be  held 
at  the  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue  on  April  20.  The 
conference  will  address  the  issues  of  alienation  and 
oppression  confronting  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  and 
their  families,  and  the  fears  and  concerns  of  the 
larger  Jewish  community.  Workshops  include  par¬ 
ticipation  of  lesbian  and  gay  Jews  in  synagogue; 
family,  youth  and  intergenerational  issues;  and  deal¬ 
ing  with  AIDS  in  the  Jewish  community. 

The  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue  is  located  at 
30  West  68th  St.,  New  York,  N’Y  10023.  Registration  is 
$5;  $3  for  senior  citizens. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


terrigno  found  guilty 
on  embezzlement  charges 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Former  West  Hollywood 
mayor  and  current  city  councilmember  Valerie  Ter¬ 
rigno  will  face  sentencing  April  30,  following  her  con¬ 
viction  on  March  15  on  federal  embezzlement 
charges,  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News  reports.  Terrigno 
could  face  a  sentence  of  up  to  1 10  years  in  prison  and 
$110,000  in  fines  for  having  diverted  $7,470  in  federal 
funds  slated  for  a  West  Hollywood  social  services 
agency. 

At  issue  during  the  three-day  trial  was  whether 
Terrigno  converted  funds  from  the  Federal  Emergen¬ 
cy  Management  Agency  into  cash  and  food  coupons 
for  personal  use.  Instead  of  using  them  for  clients  of 
Crossroads  Employment  and  Counseling  Services,  a 
now-defunct  social  services  agency.  Contradictory 
evidence  was  presented  by  the  defense  and  the  pro¬ 
secution,  but  jurors  appeared  to  be  swayed  by  the 
testimony  of  Jay  Jay  Vega.  Vega,  who  was  granted 
use  immunity,  said  Terrigno  asked  her  to  cash  a 
Crossroads  check  and  split  the  money  with  her.  At  the 
time,  the  two  women  were  dating,  Vega  testified.  Ter¬ 
rigno  vehemently  denied  the  charges  and  said  the  two 
had  never  dated. 

The  verdict,  coming  a  year-and-a-half  after 
rumors  of  a  federal  investigation  surfaced,  has  done 
nothing  to  lessen  the  split  between  Terrigno  sup- 
porters  and  opponents  in  the  Los  Angeles  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  While  Bob  Craig,  publisher  of  the 
newspaper  Frontiers,  reiterated  his  frequent  state¬ 
ment  that  prosecution  of  Terrigno  was  not  a  gay  or 
lesbian  issue,  other  activists  maintain  that  Terrigno’s 
lesbianism  played  an  important  but  unacknowledged 
role  in  her  prosecution.  A  post-verdict  committee  has 
formed  to  “seek  justice”  for  Terrigno. 

Terrigno  must  relinquish  her  city  council  seat 
when  she  is  sentenced  April  30.  According  to  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  News,  Terrigno’s  supporters  are 
urging  her  not  to  step  down  until  the  time  of  sentenc¬ 
ing. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 
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Lieutenant  governor,  attorney  general,  and  state  auditor  hopefuls  respond 

Mass.  Lesbian/Gay  Forum  Grills  Candidates 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  In  the  first 
lesbian /gay-sponsored  forum  for 
Massachusetts  politicians  seeking 
election  in  1986,  candidates  runn¬ 
ing  for  attorney  general,  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  and  state  auditor 
addressed  approximately  100  peo¬ 
ple  on  April  7.  The  format  for  the 
forum,  sponsored  by  the  Bay 
State  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Club,  allowed  each 
candidate  to  give  a  five  minute  in¬ 
troduction  which  was  followed  by 
questions  from  the  audience. 
Following  are  some  of  the  can¬ 
didates  and  their  positions: 

Evelyn  Murphy,  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor 

Murphy  stressed  her  experience 
as  secretary  of  economic  affairs 
and  secretary  of  environmental  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion.  She  asked  the  audience  to  ex¬ 
amine  her  support  of  the  right-to- 
know  law,  a  law  passed  in  1983 
which  gives  workers  and  citizens 
access  to  information  regarding 
corporate  use  of  toxic  chemicals; 
company  child  care  facilities;  and 
plant  closing  legislation. 

When  asked  whether  she  would 
state  her  opposition  to  the  state’s 
heterosexist  foster  care  policy  at 
the  state  Democratic  convention, 
Murphy  responded,  “I’m  figuring 
out  what  my  statement  will  be  [at 
the  convention.]  Let  me  make  it 
clear,  I  do  oppose  the  policy 
whether  or  not  I  [express  this  op¬ 
position  at  the]  convention.” 

Murphy  expressed  her  support 
of  a  bill,  soon  to  be  voted  on  by 
the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives,  which  would 
prohibit  insurers  from  giving 
HTLV-IIl  antibody  tests  to  pro¬ 
spective  customers.  She  pledged  to 
send  a  letter  to  each  representative 
asking  him  or  her  to  vote  in  favor 
of  this  bill. 

Gerry  D’Amico,  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor 

In  his  introduction  Senator 
D’Amico  (D-Worcester)  also 
spoke  of  his  support  for  right-to- 
know  legislation,  as  well  as  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  protect  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion  and  to  speed  passage  of  the 
Massachusetts  gay/lesbian  rights 
bill.  D’Amico,  who  has  voted  in 
favor  of  the  gay /lesbian  rights  bill 
five  times,  was  asked  why  he  was 
not  present  for  a  vote  on  the  bill  in 
1983,  the  year  that  the  bill  tied  in 
the  senate,  18-18.  D’Amico  in¬ 
sisted  that,  although  he  had  been 
in  a  room  adjoining  the  Senate 
chambers,  he  had  not  been  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Senate  clerk  that 
the  vote  was  about  to  take  place. 

D’Amico  pledged  his  support  to 
the  House  bill  which  would  pre¬ 
vent  insurance  companies  from 
using  HTLV-III  tests.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  legislature’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Health  Care  which 
recently  reviewed  this  bill  as  well 
as  four  other  AIDS-related  bills. 
(See  GCN  Vol.l3,  No.36)  When 

Timothy  Lee 

Continued from  page  1 

Evans  denied  that  the  investiga¬ 
tion  into  Lee’s  death  had  ever 
been  closed.  “We  still  have  a  few 
loose  ends  to  tie  up,”  he  said, 
“but  we  will  follow  any  substan¬ 
tial  leads.”  However,  Evans  told 
GCN  on  January  2  not  only  that 
the  Concord  investigation  had 


List  Leak 

Continued  from  page  I 
names  by  anyone  with  such  access, 
she  said,  “release  of  that  informa¬ 
tion  is  prohibited.” 

The  National  Institutes  of 
Health  make  up  one  of  six  agencies 


asked  why  he  was  not  present  for 
a  vote  regarding  H5491,  which 
would  prohibit  employers  from 
testing  job  applicants  for  the 
HTLV-III  antibody,  D’Amico 
responded,  “I  didn’t  realize  I 
missed  the  vote.” 

Jo  Ann  Shotwell,  candidate  for 
attorney  general 

If  support  can  be  measured  by 
applause,  Shotwell  was  clearly  the 
candidate  overwhelmingly 
favored  by  the  audience. 

A  former  assistant  attorney 
general  for  environmental  affairs, 
Shotwell  promised  to  establish  a 
public  corruption  unit  to  pro¬ 
secute  public  officials;  to  fight  for 
criminal  as  well  as  civil  prosecu¬ 
tion  for  perpetrators  of  consumer 
fraud;  and  to  enforce  laws  against 
discrimination.  She  deemed 
Massachusetts’  failure  to  have  a 
state  law  or  an  executive  order 
banning  discrimination  an 
outrage. 

Shotwell  opposes  the  death 
penalty,  calling  it  discriminatory 
and  ineffective  as  a  deterrent.  She 
said  she  would  support  presump¬ 
tive  sentencing  given  a  well- 
drafted  policy.  She  did  not  say 
whether  she  supports  a  presump¬ 
tive  sentencing  bill  introduced  to 
the  legislature  by  Dukakis  in  1984 
which  would  legislate  specific 
sentence  ranges  for  certain  crimes. 
White  collar  crime  is  not  covered 
by  this  legislation. 

Asked  why  the  attorney 
general’s  office  traditionally  has 
very  few  people  of  color  on  staff, 
Shotwell  suggested  that  one 
reason  may  be  that  job  openings 
within  the  office  are  not  publicly 
advertised. 

Scott  Harshbarger,  candidate  for 
attorney  general 

Middlesex  County  District  At¬ 
torney  Harshbarger  did  not  attend 
the  forum,  but  sent  Steve  Limon 
as  his  representative.  Limon,  the 
deputy  chief  of  the  criminal 
bureau  in  Middlesex  County, 
stated  Harshbarger’s  opposition 
to  the  death  penalty,  his  support 
of  presumptive  sentencing,  his 
commitment  to  hiring  Black  and 
Latino  staff,  and  his  opposition  to 
Dukakis’  foster  care  policy. 

Limon’s  assertion  that  Harsh¬ 
barger  opposes  the  prosecution  of 
“bush”  cases  where  gay  men  are 
charged  with  committing  “un¬ 
natural  acts”  was  challenged  by 
members  of  the  audience  who 
pointed  out  that  Middlesex  Coun¬ 
ty  Court  prosecutes  many  of  these 
cases.  Limon  insisted  that  many 
of  these  cases  were  beyond  Har¬ 
shbarger’s  control,  since  the  coun¬ 
ty  has  no  computerized  system  to 
overview  all  cases  prosecuted. 

Jim  Shannon,  candidate  for  at¬ 
torney  general 

Shannon,  who  did  not  attend 
the  forum  or  return  the  club’s 


Case 

been  completed,  but  also  that  the 
FBI  had  corroborated  their 
suicide  finding.  Both  then  and 
now  the  FBI  has  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  case,  only  saying  that 
it  will  send  its  findings  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  in 
Washington. 


that  comprise  the  federal  Public 
Health  Service  which,  according  to 
the  Federal  Regulatory  Directory 
published  by  Congressional 
Quarterly,  Inc.,  “is  responsible 


questionnaire,  asked  gay  lawyer 
Vincent  McCarthy  to  represent 
him.  McCarthy  told  the  audience 
Shannon’s  qualifications  were  his 
competency  as  an  attorney  and  his 
compassion  as  a  human  being.  “1 
am  sick  and  tired  of  public  figures 
who  want  our  [lesbian  and  gay] 
vote  but  don’t  feel  the  issue.”  In  a 
phone  interview  after  the  forum, 
McCarthy  told  GCN  he  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  Dukakis  and  to  Joe  Ken¬ 
nedy,  2d,  who  McCarthy  con¬ 
tinues  to  support  in  the  Eighth 
Congressional  District  race.  Ken¬ 
nedy  has  publicly  waffled  on  the 
anti-gay  foster  policy. 

McCarthy  said  Shannon  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  death  penalty,  but 
did  not  know  Shannon’s  position 
regarding  presumptive  sentencing 
and  hiring  of  people  of  color.  A 
member  of  the  audience  pointed 
out  that  Shannon  was  severely 
criticized  for  having  no  people  of 
color  on  his  staff  during  his  run 
for  Congress. 

According  to  McCarthy,  Shan¬ 
non  is  strongly  opposed  to 
Dukakis’  foster  care  policy. 

Maura  Hennigan,  candidate  for 
state  auditor 

Boston  City  Councillor  Hen¬ 
nigan  spoke  briefly,  saying  foster 
care  should  be  in  the  best  interest 
of  children  and  that  individual 
choices  should  be  made  as  to 
whether  a  child  would  be  best 
served  in  a  heterosexual  or 
“homosexual”  family.  She  stated 
her  support  of  a  woman’s  right  to 
an  abortion  and  defended  her  lack 
of  support  for  a  liquor  license  for 
the  Saints  lesbian  club  (See  GCN 
Vol.l3,  No. 30).  The  Saints,  a  les¬ 
bian  collective,  is  attempting  to 
open  a  club  in  Hennigan’s  district 
in  Jamaica  Plain.  They  have  been 
met  with  neighborhood  opposi¬ 
tion  in  their  attempt  to  get  a  liquor 
license. 

Richard  Moore,  candidate  for 
stale  auditor 

State  Representative  Moore, 
(D-Uxbridge),  sent  one  of  his  staff 
members,  Barry  Lawton,  to  repre¬ 
sent  him.  Lawton,  who  described 
Moore  as  a  conservative 
Democrat,  was  immediately  asked 
why  Moore  voted  against  the 
gay /lesbian  rights  bill  every  time  it 
has  come  up  for  a  vote.  In 
response,  Lawton  said,  “I  asked 
Dick  that.  I  said  how  can  you  ask 
me  to  come  in  front  of  this 
organization?  I  thought  we  were 
friends.”  Lawton  then  surmised 
that  it  would  be  difficult  for  Mor¬ 
ris  to  vote  for  the  gay/lesbian 
rights  bill  because  he  is  “elected 
by  a  constituency  and  he  is  going 
to  have  to  represent  his  district.” 

Charles  Yancey,  candidate  for 
state  auditor 

City  Council  member  and  Black 
activist  Yancey  asked  that  the 
Democratic  Party  come  to  terms 
with  its  rhetoric  and  support  can¬ 
didates  from  diverse  backgrounds 


Fortes  says  both  the  Coalition 
and  Lee’s  family  believe  that  Lee’s 
death  was  a  murder.  The  group  is 
organizing  a  rally  on  April  1 1  at 
the  Concord  BART  station  so  that 
the  Lee  case  will  not  be  forgotten. 

— filed  from  Boston 


for  promoting  health  standards 
[and]  assuring  that  the  highest 
level  of  health  care  is  available  for 
all  United  States  citizens.” 


and  sexual  preferences  in  1986.  In 
regard  to  the  foster  care  policy, 
Yancey  stated  his  disagreement 
with  legislation  or  policy  as  it  was 
set  forth  by  Dukakis  and  the 
Department  of  Social  Services. 
However,  he  stated,  “I  believe  a 
preferable  arrangement  [for  foster 
children]  would  be  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  setting  if  that’s  possible.” 
Yancey  reiterated  his  support  for 
gay  Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras. 

Joe  DeNucci,  candidate  for  state 
auditor 

Representative  Joe  DeNucci, 
(D-Newton)  spoke  of  his  support 
for  the  gay/lesbian  rights  bill,  and 
of  his  attempt  to  prevent  a  vote  on 


a  budget  amendment  to  ban  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  parents.  Although 
DeNucci  attempted  to  substitute 
this  amendment  with  one  which 
called  for  a  study  of  the  entire 
foster  care  system,  he  eventually 
voted  for  the  Switzler  amend¬ 
ment,  which  ordered  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  to  prohibit 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  parents. 
DeNucci’s  aide,  Linda  Luongo, 
told  GCN  DeNucci  traded  his  vote 
in  exchange  for  Switzler’s  to 
delete  the  section  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  which  would  possibly  affect 
lesbian  and  gay  biological  parents. 
Asked  where  he  stood  on  foster 
care  policy  at  the  present,  DeNuc¬ 
ci  would  not  commit  himself  to  a 
position. 


Who  assaulted  who? 

Lesbian  Cleared 
on  Assault  Charge 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Lisa 
“Hershey”  Hirschkop,  the  les¬ 
bian  who  was  charged  with 
assaulting  a  police  officer  dur¬ 
ing  Governor  Dukakis’  state  of 
the  state  address  in  January 
(See  GCN,  Vol.l3,  No.  27), 
was  found  not-guilty  in  Boston 
Municipal  Court  on  April  4. 
Hirschkop  was  one  of  several 
lesbians  and  gay  men  pro¬ 
testing  the  Governor’s 
homophobic  foster  care  policy 
inside  the  State  House  while 
250  other  activists  protested 
outside  the  building.  James 
Nutter,  the  police  officer, 
claimed  he  was  attacked  by 
Hirschkop  during  the  reception 
following  the  Governor’s 
speech. 

Hirschkop’s  lawyer, 
Katherine  Triantafillou, 
presented  witnesses  who 
testified  that  Nutter  was 
agitated  before  arresting 
Hirschkop.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC) 
member  John  Whyte  observed 
Nutter’s  behavior  as  “wired, 
shaky  and  out  of  control.” 
According  to  Whyte  and  a 
number  of  other  witnesses, 
Nutter  screamed  at  Whyte  for 
placing  GLDC  leaflets  on  the 
refreshment  tables  during  the 
reception. 

Gay  activist  Ed  Cook  was 
the  only  witness  other  than 
Nutter  and  Hirschkop  who 
observed  the  arrest.  Cook  told 
GCN  that  “Nutter  [without 
provocation]  backed  and  shov¬ 
ed  into  [Hirschkop].  Then  he 
grabbed  her  and  accused  her  of 
shoving  him.  He  pulled  her 
away  by  the  lapels  and  forced 
her  to  the  ground.” 

According  to  Triantafillou, 
Nutter’s  testimony  during  the 
trial  contradicted  his  earlier 
reports  of  the  arrest.  Trian¬ 
tafillou  noted  Nutter  changed 
his  version  of  his  story  at  least 
four  times  between  his  report 
of  the  arrest  and  the  trial  itself. 
She  said  Nutter’s  original  claim 
that  Hirschkop  shoved  him 
twice  contradicted  his  court 
testimony  that  he  had  stepped 
between  Dukakis  and  pro¬ 
testers  surrounding  him,  in¬ 
cluding  Hirschkop,  in  order  to 
protect  the  Governor. 

Hirschkop  told  GCN  that 
although  she  was  pleased  with 
the  not-guilty  verdict,  “the 


Lisa  “Hershey”  Hirschkop 


thing  that  is  important  is  this 
cop  is  really  part  of  a  big  pic¬ 
ture.  The  Capitol  Police 
force’s  manner  of  dealing  with 
GLDC  and  demonstrators  has 
made  space  for  something  like 
this  to  happen.  What’s  amaz¬ 
ing  is  that  the  cops  can  do 
anything  they  want  to  you  and 
arrest  you  for  it,  no  matter 
what  they  did  to  you,  and  you 
become  the  defendant  and  you 
have  to  negotiate  to  get  the 
charges  dismissed.” 

Hirschkop  expressed  frustra¬ 
tion  with  the  judge,  John  Pino, 
who  told  Hirschkop  that  she 
might  want  to  exhibit  more 
“discretion”  in  her  manner  of 
dressing  at  functions  where  it 
was  necessary  to  impress 
‘older’  Caucasian  males.” 
Hirschkop  surmised  that  this 
statement  was  made  in  reaction 
to  the  defense’s  contention 
that  Hirschkop  was  singled  out 
by  Nutter  because  she  was 
wearing  jeans  and  workboots, 
making  her  visible  as  a  pro¬ 
testor  at  an  event  where  the 
majority  of  people  were  wear- 
ing  suits  and  dresses. 
Hirschkop  added  that  the 
judge  may  have  also  been 
referring  to  her  attire  on  the 
day  of  the  trial,  which  she  in¬ 
sisted  was  “quite  tasteful.” 
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Revitalize  GCN\ 

To  many  of  us,  one  of  the  funniest  parts  of  the  '■ecent  April  Fool's  issue 
was  the  mock  ad  soliciting  resumes  for  "the  entire  GCN  staff— all  positions 
available.”  But  in  reality,  the  ad  is  only  slightly  absurd.  Over  the  last  year, 
GCN  has  rarely  operated  with  a  full  staff  and  never  without  someone  else’s 
departure  from  the  staff  imminent. 

We  need  new  energy  and  enthusiasm  to  continue  the  work  GCA/ does 
every  week.  Please  look  at  the  job  openings  below  and  consider  applying 
for  one  of  them.  If  a  full-time  commitment  is  not  possible  for  you  now,  there 
are  a  number  of  tasks  waiting  for  a  volunteer  who  could  set  aside  two  or 
three  hours  every  week.  Your  help  could  make  a  big  difference,  especially 
now.  Make  a  commitment  to  one  of  our  community’s  oldest  and  most  vital 
institutions! 

—  The  GCN  Staff 

Coordinating  Editor  (available  April-May):  Coordinate  paper’s  overall  ad¬ 
ministrative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and,  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper's  spokesper¬ 
son/representative.  Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  organizational,  and  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN  preferable. 

Typesetter/Writer  (available  immediately):  Typeset  news  and  features  articles  and 
other  copy  for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad  copy,  promotional  materials,  etc.  Write 
news  and/or  features  articles.  Qualifications:  Strong  typing  and/or  word  processing 
skills  required.  Typesetting  experience,  particularly  on  a  Compugraphic  7500,  helpful. 
(Some  training  is  available.)  Strong  writing  and  good  grammar/copy  editing  skills 
preferred. 

Promotions/Classified  Advertising  Coordinator  (available  May):  Use  direct  mail 
marketing,  exchange  ads,  renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies  to  increase  sub¬ 
scription/newsstand  sales.  Also  process  and  lay  out  weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative  and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions  experience  helpful. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti- 
racist/anti-classist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $160/wk-)-  fully  paid  health/life  insurance,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks'  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for 
their  own  jobs  with  some  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume/cover  letter  ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  167  Tremont 
St.,  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 
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aids  in  a  politicai 
context 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  three  of  u.s  organized  a  forum  on  the 
“Politics  of  AIDS  and  AIDS-related  Issues” 
featuring  Kevin  Cathcart,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  executive  direc¬ 
tor.  Monday,  April  14  from  7-9  pm  at  North¬ 
eastern’s  Frost  Lounge,  Ell  Bldg.,  we’re  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  meeting  to  discuss  what  political  action  is 
possible  on  local,  state,  and  nationwide  levels. 

By  way  of  background,  the  three  of  us — John 
Antonellis,  Katie  Garate  and  I — are  members  of 
the  Support  Services  Team  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (and  as  such,  have  noted  the  adverse 
impact  diagnoses  of  AIDS  and  ARC  have  had  on 
those  we  work  with),  but  we  want  to  make  it  clear 
that  these  are  rial  “AIDS  Action  events.”  We  are 
organizing  as  concerned  individuals  who  view 
AIDS  and  AlDS-related  issues  in  a  political  con¬ 
text. 

Obviously,  the  threat  of  quarantine;  the  use  of 
the  HTLV-lll  test  by  the  U.S.  military  as  a 
marker  for  gayness  and/or  AIDS  (erroneously,  as 
it  is  noi  an  “AIDS  test”);  proposed  use  by  in¬ 
surance  companies  and  employers;  the  insinua¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  into  debate  around  the  Ma.ssachu- 
setts  Foster  Care  policy  and  Human  Rights  legis¬ 
lation,  and  the  various  forms  of  discrimination 
linked  with  this  epidemic  are  of  great  concern  to 
members  of  our  community.  1  speak  here  of  gay 
men  iwr/ lesbians,  because  all  of  us  are  affected  in 
terms  of  civil  rights;  PWAs  in  Massachusetts  are 
legally  protected  in  matters  of  employment  and 
housing  discrimination  by  virtue  of  their  hand¬ 
icapped  status,  whereas  healthy  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  as  well  as  Persons  with  ARC  are  not.  Con¬ 
trary  to  popular  belief,  lesbians  must  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  safe  sex — guidelines  are  being 
published  now  for  lesbians  at  high  risk  for  AIDS 
(in  particular  those  who  are  or  have  been  IV-drug 
users  or  lovers  with  IV-drug  users,  with  bisex- 
ual/gay  men,  etc.). 

It  was  indeed  ironic  that  the  night  following  our 
initial  meeting,  the  f  'ro/iiline  program  produced 
by  Boston’s  public  TV  station,  WGBH,  ran  a 
controversial  documentary  featuring  “an  un- 
llinching  account  of  a  homosexual  prostitute 
AIDS  victim”  (a  black  man  whose  sexual  activity 
prompted  Texas  authorities  to  introduce  quaran¬ 
tine  legislation).  This  kind  of  media  presentation 
of  persons  with  AIDS  who  are  homosexuals,  who 
are  black,  who  are  prostitutes,  is  noi  educational 
in  my  view.  The  previous  week,  in  Illinois,  Mr. 
Fairchild,  the  Lyndon  LaRouche  candidate  for 
Lt.  Governor,  was  voted  onto  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  the  fall  election  on  a  platform  ad¬ 
vocating  quarantine  for  PWAs  and  mandatory 
HTLV-lll  testing  for  all  Americans.  That  week, 
William  Buckley  advocated  branding  those  who 
test  HTLV-III  positive  in  his  widely  circulated 
New  York  Times  column.  The  ramifications  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic  will  most  certainly  be  felt  in 
election  campaigns  this  fall,  and  the  infusion  of 
sensationalist  rhetoric  seems  to  grow  more  vitri¬ 
olic  as  lime  passes. 

We  invite  you  to  join  us  on  April  14  to  act 
rather  than  wail  until  we  have  no  choice  but  to 
react  to  the  reactionaries  and  others  influenced  by 
them. 

In  struggle, 

Marea  Murray 
Allslon,  MA 


a  flaming 
media  opportunity 

Dear  GCN: 

On  July  4,  1986  the  torch  atop  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  will  be  lit  once  more  —  shining  its  beacon 
of  hope  and  its  promise  of  liberty  and  justice  for 
all.  The  symbolism  and  media  coverage  of  that 
event  present  opportunities  that  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  cannot  affort  to  miss. 

Imagine  a  candle  light  procession  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  July  3rd  through  the  streets  of  New  York 
City,  calling  attention  to  our  claim  to  equality  and 
justice. 

With  only  slightly  more  than  three  months  to 
July  3rd,  we  don’t  have  time  to  organize  a  na¬ 
tional  march  like  the  1979  March  on  Washington. 
But  three  months  should  be  more  than  sufficient 
for  our  New  York  and  Eastern  Seaboard  leader¬ 
ship  to  organize  this  event.  With  air  fares  as  cheap 
as  they  are,  I  am  sure  that  there  would  be  many 
people  from  out  West,  like  myself,  who  would 
feel  proud  to  fly  out  and  participate. 

It  is  an  opportunity  we  can  not  afford  to  miss. 
If  there  are  not  already  plans  to  organize  such  a 
procession,  I  hope  my  letter  will  provide  the 
catalyst  to  organize  one. 

Neil  Isbin 
Albuquergue,  NM 

tell  someone 

Dear  GCN 

I’d  like  to  respond  to  the  prisoner  who  wrote 
“Fuck  Dolls  Fight  Back.” 

What  this  unknown  prisoner  wrote  is  a  true 
fact.  Most  of  society  feels  that  males  cannot  be 
raped,  but  this  is  wrong.  When  a  young  male 
enters  the  prison  system  he  is  looked  over  and  is 
labeled  a  FISH.  A  new  person  feels  scared  when 
he  or  she  comes  into  prison.  I  was  not  so  lucky 
during  my  first  time.  I  was  18  and  have  always 
kept  my  experience  (rape)  to  myself  because  I 
have  always  thought  it  was  my  fault.  Which  it  was 
not. 

The  more  passive  males  are  subjected  to 
physical  violence.  1  was  subjected  to  being  what 
they  call  a  punk  or  a  duck,  which  is  someone 
else’s  power  trip,  that’s  all. 

My  feeling  now  is  that  if  you  are  raped,  tell 
someone,  instead  of  keeping  it  to  yourself, 
because  keeping  it  to  yourself  only  causes  you 
more  problems  in  your  mind.  It  is  a  hard  thing  to 
talk  about,  but  once  you  bring  it  out,  you  start  to 
feel  somewhat  better.  The  anxiety  builds  up  if  you 
don’t.  1  tried  to  hide  it,  but  something  was  always 
setting  it  off  and  reminding  me. 

I  feel  that  people  sent  to  prison  for  non-violent 
“crimes”  shouldn’t  be  put  with  the  violent  ones. 

1  would  like  to  hear  comments  from  others  on 
the  outside  on  this.  I’m  unable  to  hear  from 
prisoners,  but  if  someone  is  in  prison  they  might 
be  able  to  send  their  letter  to  someone  else  and 
have  it  sent  to  me. 

Thanks, 

Michael  Rathbone 
Box  2800  —  33569 
Lincoln,  NE  68502 

(PS  —  Thanks  for  sending  me  the  AIDS  packet. 
It  was  really  helpful.  Maybe  you  could  also  do 
packets  on  male  rape  and  on  coming  out  issues. 
Both  of  these  1  need  help  on,  and  I  would  like  to 
help  others  as  well.) 


maryland  area 
readers  and 
lawyers:  n.b.! 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  much  for  the  books  you  sent!  I’m  now 
in  AdSeg  [isolation)  because  I  beat  these  idiots  in 
court  and  they  are  hopping  mad.  They  even 
awarded  me  money  but  it  only  goes  into  an 
escrow  account  for  now.  They  are  appealing.  The 
issues  I  won  on  are:  lack  of  protection  for  in¬ 
mates,  guards  beating  up  inmates,  racial 
discrimination,  discrimination  against  gays,  and 
retaliation  against  inmates  filing  lawsuits. 

It’s  a  good  win  but  they  retaliated  by  beating 
me  up  (and  my  witnesses)  and  placing  me  in  here 
.saying  I  was  a  “security  threat”.  They  want  to  kill 
me  but  are  trying  to  figure  out  how,  without  get¬ 
ting  the  court  on  them  anymore. 

What  really  gets  me  is  the  inmates.  Many  are 
unhappy  about  all  this  and  won’t  even  speak  to 
me  anymore.  They  are  acting  like  1  was  wrong  in 
doing  this  suit.  This  makes  attacks  on  me  even 
more  easy.  On  the  22nd  1  was  beat  up  by  5  guards 
and  one  shoved  a  broomstick  up  my  rectum  and  1 
had  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  49  stitches  and  need  a 
hemorrhoid  operation.  I’m  suffering  now  but 
know  I’ll  survive  somehow  and  make  them  pay. 
What  makes  it  so  hard  is  the  inmates  being  mad. 

Also,  you  know  what?  I  ordered  the  Prisoners 
Self-Help  Litigation  Manual  advertised  in  your 
penpal  section,  but  had  it  for  only  2  days  as  they 
confiscated  it  as  an  illegal  book.  I’m  appealing 
their  decision.  From  what  I  read  it  is  an  excellent 
book.  I  only  wish  1  still  had  it  as  it  is  a  great  help. 

Well,  take  care. 

Gene  Mannings 
156920 

Rt  3  Box  4444 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  Gene  doesn’t  ask 
specifically  for  legal  and  other  support  here  but 
we  feel  like  he’s  in  a  dangerous  situation  and 
would  appreciate  it  if  some  of  our  readers  in  the 
area,  or  the  law  business,  would  drop  him  a  line 
and  see  if  there ’s  anything  they  could  do.  Thanks] 

how  to  write 
prisoners  &  a  note 
from  Venezuela 

We  get  letters  now  and  then  asking  “how  to 
write  prisoners.”  There  is  some  reason  to  think  it 
might  be  difficult  or  complicated.  Sometimes  it 
is!  Generally,  though,  it’s  easy.  Send  a  note: 
without  stamps  or  pics  (until  you  find  out  if  these 
can  be  received  in  that  prison;  they  don’t  all  have 
the  same  rules);  addressed  to  the  prisoner,  in¬ 
cluding  his  or  her  number  (if  any);  and  that 
should  begin  the  friendship. 

Remember,  too,  that  sometimes  (often)  they 
get  moved,  for  reasons  beyond  their  control, 
often  without  any  notice,  and  without  much 
respect  for  their  property  (address  lists,  etc). 
Sometimes  GCN  can  help  you  locate  each  other, 
sometimes  not.  We’ll  be  glad  to  try.  The  point  is 
sometimes  you  get  disconnected  for  reasons 
beyond  both  of  your  control.  Patience  (or  rather, 
persistence!).  Stamps,  too,  can  be  a  major 
obstacle  for  prisoners,  especially  gay  ones  if 
they’re  segregated  and  can’t  have  a  job. 

Today,  a  letter  came  from  a  reader  in 
Venezuela.  It  said  (in  part):  “...I  am  proud  of 
their  [prisoner  penpals)  acquaintance.  It  might 
seem  that  a  person  that  is  not  confined  would  not 
need  the  friendship  of  people  in  that  predicament, 
and  that  the  inmates  need  our  letters  more  . . . 
But!  How  wrong  we  may  be.  After  corresponding 
for  over  3  months,  I  seem  to  need  these  letters  as 
much  as  they  do  mine.  That,  my  friend,  is  how  1 
feel.” 

parenting  is  a  right 

Dear  GCN: 

1  disagree  with  the  rules  for  homosexual  foster 
parenthood.  The  rule  says  “Homosexual  Ineligi¬ 
ble  for  Foster  Care  and  Adoptive  Placements.”  I 
don’t  understand  why  it  is  wrong  for  a  homosex¬ 
ual  parent  to  adopt  a  child  if  they  can  supply  the 
same  type  of  family  life  styles,  family  values,  and 
role  models  as  a  heterosexual  parent  would. 
Parenting  is  a  right  not  a  state  given  privilege. 

The  legislation  also  says  that  at  any  time  any 
person  can  petition  the  Family  Court  to  remove  a 
child  from  custody  if  they  suspect  that  a  parent  is 
a  homosexual.  Why  does  the  legislation  stress 
petitions  to  go  around  about  homosexual  parents 
rather  than  stress  petitions  about  abusive  parents 
or  parents  that  do  not  supply  a  family  at¬ 
mosphere? 

Sincerely  yours, 

Michael  Isaac 
Framingham,  MA 


GC/V  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  he 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
tx  ped  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to; 
t'ornmunity  Voices,  GC/V,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
the  membership.  The  paper  is  published  week¬ 
ly  (except  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and 
December),  with  a  double  issue  the  last  week 
of  June  by  the  Bromfield  Street  Education 
Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the 
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and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers 
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tion,  and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 

GCN  collective  (in  alphabetical  order  by 
primary  title/function): 

'indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective 
ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE:  Susan 
Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art  Cohen, 
Gordon  Gottlieb 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Interim  Art  Coordinator:  Shelley 
Marlow  * 

Design  Assistant:  Amy  Groves 
Illustrators/Layout:  Francis  Alix,  Daniel 
Emberley,  Regina  Gillis,  Tom  Huth, 
Miranda  Kolbe,  Priscilla  Lynch,  Ellen 
Meyers,  Deanne  Taylor,  Susan  Yousem, 
Ruth  West 

Proofreaders:  Evelyn  Ashford,  Linda 
Burnett,  Nick  Cohen,  Jan  Fielding, 
Andrew  Held,  Michael  Grossman,  Rob 
Krikorian,  Abe  Rybeck,  Read  Weaver 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS:  Art  Cohen 
(president),  Steve  Dyer,  Amy  Groves, 
Raymond  Hopkins,  Tom  Huth,  Sue 
Hyde,  Shelley  Mains,  Carl  Mann,  Louise 
Rice. 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves* 
Staff:  Linda  Gwizdak,  Rebecca  Gorlin, 
Michael  Cain,  David  Griffith,  Carl  Mann, 
Janna  Bremer,  Bob  Gettings,  Bill  Sweet, 
David  LaFontaine,  David  Waight 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Coordinator:  Catherine  Lohr* 
COMPUTER  COMMITTEE:  Roger  Frye, 
Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer 
COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Gordon  Gottlieb* 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 
Coordinator:  Laurie  Sherman* 

Ad  Reps:  Catherine  Lohr,  Charlie  Long 
DISTRIBUTION 
Boston  area:  Barb  Cisheke 
Bulk  Distribution:  Ray  Hopkins 
New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity 
Distribution,  1050  East  4th  Street, 
Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 
FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 
Editor:  Loie  Hayes* 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 
Calendar  Coordinator:  Miranda  Kolbe 
Staff:  Siong-huat  Chua,  Art  Cohen,  Car¬ 
rie  Dearborn,  Nicholas  Deutsch, 

Charles  Henry  Fuller,  Clifford  Gallo, 
Diane  Hamer,  Janice  Irvine,  Sally  Jor¬ 
dan,  Bill  Kriedler,  Pat  M.  Kuras,  John 
Kyper,  Robin  Lippincott,  Mara  Math, 
Mark  McHarry,  Duncan  Mitchel,  Julie 
Ogletree,  Cindy  Patton,  Veneita  Porter, 
H.W.  Seng,  Donald  Stone,  Maida 
Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 
INDEXER:  Charles  Ash 
NEWS  DEPARTMENT 
Editor:  Stephanie  Poggi* 

Local  Reporter:  Kim  West.heimer* 

Staff  Writer:  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves* 
Intern:  Anne  Phibbs 

Staff:  Scott  Brookie,  Joanne  Brown,  Art 
Cohen,  Sib  Connor,  Pam  Dorries,  Marie 
Godwin,  Ann  Holder,  Stephen  Hunt,  Sue 
Hyde,  Janice  Irvine,  Micheline  Justman, 
John  Kyper,  Bob  Nelson,  Michelle 
Nethercott,  Mark  O’Malley,  Sharon 
Page,  Jim  Ryan,  Michael  Schwartz, 

Glenn  Sitzmann,  Sharon  Vardatira, 

Diana  Woodall,  John  Zeh 
OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJ. 
Mike  Riegle* 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Davenport, 
Freddie  Greenfield,  Larry  Hitt,  Mona 
Smith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS:  Susan  Bernstein, 
Marie  Favorite,  Susan  Fleischmann, 
Marilyn  Humphries,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK, 
Ellen  Shub,  Brian  Quinby 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Catherine  Lohr* 

Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
Interim  GCN  Typesetting  Coordinator 
Nancy  Wechsler 

Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Vicki 
Gabriner 

Staff:  Amy  Groves,  Miranda  Kolbe, 
Michael  Grossman,  Lorraine  Cooiey, 

Lois  Harmon,  Suzanne  Sowinski 


,c'  1986,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc., 
all  rights  reserved,  reprint  by  permission  only.  Our  of¬ 
fice  is  located  at  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  (617)  426-4469. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston.  Mass.  Annual 
subscription  rate  Is  $29.  ISSN:  0147-0728.  Member  New 
England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  lor 
Freedom  of  the  Press.  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  Is  Included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index, 
published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center, 
Inc..  Box  7229,  Baltimore.  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-12  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for 
$30/volume.  Write  GCN/Microfilm  lor  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  News,  167  Tremont  St..  5th  FI.  Boston.  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News,  April  19,  1986*  Page  5 


Community  Voices 


speak  out  against 
the  big  chiii 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  fairly  new  writer  for  —  but  old  reader  of 
—  GCN,  1  have  long  admired  the  paper’s  serious, 
risk-taking,  confrontive  approach.  GCN  has  a 
history  of  welcoming  controversy;  a  healthy  posi¬ 
tion  obviously  appreciated  (as  borne  out)  by  its 
diverse  readership. 

As  one  of  its  many  voices,  1  am  writing  in 
strong  support  of  Michael  Bronski’s  eloquent 
warning  (Speaking  Out:  “It  Has  Happened 
Here,”  Vol.  13  W5,  March  22,  1986)  regarding 
the  GCN  staff’s  decision  to  alter  Art  Cohen’s 
piece  on  gay  conservatives  to  fit  what  certain 
members  of  the  staff  thought  to  be  the  politically 
correct  argument.  This  censorious  tactic  violates 
the  paper’s  seriousness  and  value. 

In  his  column,  Bronski  refers  to  the  “chilling 
effect”  such  a  policy  has  on  all  of  GCN's  writers. 
I  encourage  GCN's  writers  and  readers  to  speak 
out,  as  Michael  Bronski  has  done,  against  the  Big 
Chill  effect.  Let  the  staff  know  that  you  value 
GCN's  13-year  tradition  as  a  forum  for  the  com¬ 
munity.  All  of  the  community. 

Sincerely, 

Robin  Lippincott 
Somerville,  MA 


SOS  racisme  does 
make  an  impact 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  want  to  make  a  short  response  to  Judy 
Levy’s  comments  in  the  March  22  issue  about  the 
French  group  SOS  Racisme.  I  was  in  France  in 
February  and  got  a  lot  of  information  about  this 
group.  I  find  them  inspiring,  although  since  they 
want  to  have  a  broad  base,  of  course  they  are  not 
“revolutionary.”  Certainly,  the  idea  of  a  multi¬ 
racial  group  that  includes  Jews,  Arabs,  black 
Africans,  and  also  progressive  white  French  peo¬ 
ple  is  idealistic  and  a  goal  that’s  difficult  to 
achieve.  Nevertheless,  they’re  having  a  tremen¬ 
dous  effect  on  French  consciousness. 

Racism  towards  Jews  seems  to  me  more  overt 
in  Europe  than  in  the  U.S.  I  was  a  bit  startled  that 
a  major  subway  stop  in  Paris  is  called 
“Villejuif,”  i.e.  “Jewish  Town.”  One  moving 
sight  that  my  daughter  and  I  saw  was  the 
numerous  graves  of  Jewish  and  other  victims  of 
the  Holocaust  in  Pere  Lachaise  Cemetery,  in¬ 
cluding  one  to  “unknown  victims.”  I  get  awfully 
tired  of  people  denying  that  Jews  need  a  home¬ 
land.  I  find  Judy  Levy’s  comments  simplistic  and 
not  at  all  helpful  in  analyzing  this  very  com¬ 
plicated  problem.  Plus,  of  course,  she  is  out  of 
touch  with  the  realities  of  life  in  France  as  I  saw  it . 
Sincerely, 

Jeff  Keith 
Philadelphia,  PA 


a  magazine  as 
special  as  gen 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  your  editorial  “Our  Movement 
is  No  Place  for  Jew-Baiting”  (February  15,  1986), 
I’d  like  to  tell  fellow  GCN  readers  about  a 
magazine  that  has  become  over  the  years  as 
special  a  friend  to  me  as  GCN,  and  for  many  of 
the  same  reasons. 

Jewish  Currents  is  a  secular  “movement” 
magazine  containing  from  month  to  month  all 
manner  of  commentary,  reviews,  news,  poetry, 
short  stories,  and  humor.  It  was  founded  in  the 
1 940s  by  Jewish  activists  concerned  that  a  voice  of 
reason,  justice  and  peace  survive  in  this  country, 
and  it  continues  strong  to  this  day,  fusing  the  best 
elements  of  humanism,  Yiddish-ness,  progressive 
politics,  anti-imperialism  and  pro-feminism  (to 
name  but  a  few  of  its  characteristics). 

It’s  interesting  to  examine  the  kinds  of  issues 
your  editorial  touches  on  as  relevant  to  Jews,  and 
to  people  concerned  with  these  questions:  Black- 
Jewish  relations,  Israel,  Holocaust  history.  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  anti-Semitism,  the  farm  crisis,  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan,  and  other  right-wing  activity.  For 
in  virtually  any  recent  issue,  Jewish  Currents  has 
covered  these  developments,  perceptively  and 
thoughtfully,  without  flag-waving  or  idiotic 
ideologizing.  It’s  oneof  the  few  places  where  I,  as 
a  secular,  gay  Jewish  radical,  find  a  real  home. 

If  any  of  this  description  sounds  like  it’s  worth 
checking  out,  you  are  invited  to  send  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  (56  ‘)  business-size  envelope, 
and  the  most  recent  issue  will  be  sent  to  you.  1  en¬ 
courage  you  to  subscribe,  at  only  $12  a  year. 

By  the  way,  Jewish  Currents  was  among  the 
first  Jewish  publications  to  report  on  the  gay  lib¬ 
eration  movement,  in  general  and  insofar  as  Jews 
are  affected  and  involved.  Rarely  does  an  issue  go 
by  without  some  coverage.  1  am  going  to  be 
writing  up  the  Jewish  conference  on  gay  issues 
(April  20  in  New  York)  for  the  May  issue. 

The  address  is:  Jewish  Currents,  Box  GCN,  22 
E.  17th  St.  #601,  New  York,  NY  10003-3272. 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  share  one  of 
my  life’s  great  pleasures  with  the  entire  GCN 
readership. 

Sincerely, 

Eric  Gordon 
New  York,  NY 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  66}  Boylston 
St.,  Boston.  MA  02116,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
1-800-235-2331. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston.  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 

HavUand  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 15, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  (522-4090) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m. -10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Ma.ssa- 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 
1-800-221-7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  4205, 
Springfield,  MA  01 1 03- 1 402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


“laundrette”:  how 
gay  people  really 
live 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  reviewer  for  “My  Beautiful 
Laundrette”  (GCN  Vol.  13,  No.  36,  29  March 
1986),  like  reviewers  from  many  other  gay 
publications,  didn’t  seem  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  film.  He  gave  it  a  good  review,  thank 
goodness,  but  he  seemed  non-plussed — it  was  a 
film  that  was  highly  political,  yet  was  neither 
politically  correct  nor  politically  incorrect! 
Hmmmm.  Maybe  it  was  just  a  good  movie. 

What  I  liked  best  about  the  film  was  the  way  it 
showed  how  gay  people  today  really  live:  how  we 
reconcile  our  gay  lives  while  living  lives  we  permit 
others  to  assume  are  straight,  without  caving  in  to 
the  straight  mentality.  Both  Johnny  and  Omar 
are  closeted  (Johnny  to  his  gang  and  Omar  to  his 
family),  but  neither  is  living  a  lie;  they  simply  de¬ 
pend  on  the  assumption  of  straightness  made  by 
most  straight  people.  But  both  drop  big  hints  that 
anyone  in  their  right  minds  could  see,  were  they 
not  blind,  and  they  both  toy  with  coming  out. 

My  favorite  scene  is  a  good  example  of  this.  In 
front  of  their  launderette,  Johnny  and  Omar  hug 
— right  in  front  of  Johnny’s  gang.  This  is  OK  in 
London.  What  is  not  OK,  but  is  also  not  seen  by 
the  gang,  is  Johnny  mischeviously  licking  Omar 
on  the  neck  during  their  hug — a  lick  delivered  to 
the  side  of  Omar’s  neck  the  gang  can’t  see.  The 
two  of  them  get  their  licks  in  several  times  in  this 
movie,  and  each  time  is  delightful. 

The  film’s  ending  was  also  politically  extremely 
correct.  Your  reviewer  found  that  Johnny  and 
Omar’s  future  prospects  were  “uncertain,” 
which  is  clearly  incorrect;  they  end  up  together 
and  mostly  happy,  unlike  the  taboo  heterosexual 
couple  who  end  up  apart  and  unhappy.  Omar’s 
uncle  lived  a  heterosexual  lie,  and  paid  for  it  (in 
several  senses  of  the  term  “paid”);  Omar  himself 
almost  lived  the  gay  equivalent  but  was  saved 
from  it  by  Johnny’s  scheming  and  very  clever 
breakup  of  Omar’s  engagement. 

In  short,  go  see  “My  Beautiful  Laundrette” — 
several  times,  if  possible.  1  myself  hope  to  see 
plenty  more  Paki/Brit  romances  from  this  direc¬ 
tor  and  screenwriter. 

James  Donald 
Cambridge,  MA 


bayan’s  program 
for  change 

Dear  GCN: 

The  joyous  news  of  the  release  of  Filipino 
political  prisoner  Mila  Aguilar  [March  8]  was 
sullied  by  preposterous  allegations  of  reformism 
against  “Bayan,”  the  solidly  anti-imperialist  and 
socialist  Filipino  coalition  of  mass  organizations 
including  those  of  peasants,  urban  workers,  and 
students.  (“Bayan”  is  an  acronym  which  in 
Tagalog  is  also  simultaneously  the  word  for 
“people”  and  “homeland.”) 

Bayan  called  for  a  boycott  of  the  Aquino- 
Marcos  election,  and  bucked  mass  sentiment  to 
do  so.  Yet  GCN  wrote  that  “Bayan  supported 
Aquino  just  to  get  rid  of  Marcos.”  What  Bayan 
really  did  was  to  grant  campaign  “leaves  of 
ab.sence”  to  members  opposed  to  the  boycott — a 
move  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  model  for  revolu¬ 
tionaries  the  world  over  of  combining  tolerance 
and  reconciliation  with  uncompromise. 

Bayan’s  two  cardinal  programmatic  points  are 
expulsion  of  the  two  U.S.  ba.ses  when  their  lease 
expires  in  1991— no  reconsideration;  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  land  to  the  tillers.  It  was  Aquino’s  rejec¬ 
tion  of  these,  acceptance  of  which  Bayan  insisted 
on  as  minimum  conditions  for  supporting 
Aquino’s  campaign,  that  led  Bayan  to  boycott  the 
election.  Yet  GCN  wrote  that  “Bayan  is  calling 
[post-Marcos|  for  a  coalition  government  with 
leaders  such  as  Aquino,  who  represents  the  ruling 
elite.” 

GCN  attributes  these  notions  to  someone  ac¬ 
tive  in  solidarity  with  the  Philippines;  but  while 
anything  is  possible,  it  is  not  credible  that  such  a 
person  would  possess  either  the  utter  ignorance  or 
the  factional  hostility  one  or  the  other  of  which 
these  libels  entail. 

Furthermore,  who  is  Mila  Aguilar  in  the  first 
place?  GCN  utterly  neglected  to  mention  why  it 
was  that  the  Marcos  regime  struck  against  her, 
which  leftist  activity  she  ever  did— perhaps  she 
was  a  lesbian  rights  militant,  or  a  women’s  rights 
militant;  why  expect  readers  to  know?  (GCN 
mentioned  her  book  which  has  a  U.S.  edition 
from  a  feminist  press,  but  did  not  say  she  was  im¬ 
prisoned  for  this  book .)  What  is  her  relevance  to  a 
gay  paper? 

Sincerely, 

Dale  Chock 
Seattle,  WA 


Can  You 
Stuff  an 


Envelope? 

Well  then,  we  hav; 
just  the  thing  t<; 
keep  you  off  the  stree^"^ 

Friday  evenings  at  6. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


!'  Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 


you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

Name _ Address _ 

City _ State  _____  Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29. 00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.00  $  t 
25  weeks/low  income  $10  $  / 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  L _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  L _ 


fhese  rates  are  tor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  tor  toreign. 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111 
GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. _ 
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TV  Shows  Dykes  as  Yuppie  “Gay  Women” 


By  Shelley  Mains 

Well  sisters,  we  have  arrived. 
The  venerable  Monday  Night 
Movie  has  established  for  the 
viewing  public  that  lesbians  exist. 
My  Two  Loves  written  by  none 
other  than  Rita  Mae  Brown,  along 
with  Reginald  Rose,  features 
Mariette  Hartley  as  a  woman  who 
questions  her  sexuality  as  she 
becomes  involved  with  a  lesbian 
friend. 

Like  many  a  Monday  Night 
Movie,  this  is  a  tale  of  angst  in  the 
suburbs,  offering  viewers  a  ration 
of  pasteurized,  processed  social 
issues.  Gail  (Hartley)  is  a  recent 
widow.  She  is  dating  her  late  hus¬ 
band’s  partner,  Ben  (Barry 
Newman),  who  seems  at  first  to  be 
a  likable  guy  but  is  actually  a 
possessive  sexist.  Gail’s  teenage 
daughter,  Amy,  is  also  possessive 
of  her  mother,  and  jealous  of 
Gail’s  relationship  with  Ben  (she 
even  calls  her  mother  up  at  Ben’s 
one  night  at  2  a.m.  to  tell  her  to 


CRUISES 

Special  Sailings  to 
Carribbean  &  Alaska 

$845 

I TA  Travel  Services  776-4340 


“come  right  home”). 

To  support  Amy  and  herself, 
Gail  mu.st  go  back  to  work  for  the 
first  time  since  being  a  mother.  At 
her  job  she  meets  Marjorie  (Lynn 
Redgrave),  a  successful  business 
woman  with  a  luxurious  office 
and  a  wardrobe  of  power  suits. 
They  become  close  friends,  and 
Gail  tells  Marjorie  about  her 
dissatisfaction  with  Ben.  Marjorie 
finally  tells  Gail  that  she  “lived 
for  seven  years  with  a  woman  — 
intimately”  and  admits  she’s  at¬ 
tracted  to  Gail.  Gail  reacts  in  con¬ 
fusion,  musing  that  the  proposi¬ 
tion  “feels  strange  coming  from  a 
woman,  yet  feels  natural.  How 
can  these  feelings  exist  at  the  same 
time?”  It  doesn’t  take  her  long  to 
figure  out,  for  after  a  fight  with 
Ben,  she  literally  rushes  into  Mar¬ 
jorie’s  arms.  The  rest  of  the 
drama  focuses  on  Gail  as  she  con¬ 
siders  the  implications  of  loving 
women,  argues  with  her  mother 
(who  discovers  the  women 
kissing),  and  seeks  therapy  to 
resolve  the  conflict  over  her  feel¬ 
ings  for  Ben  and  Marjorie. 

Early  in  the  story,  Marjorie 
states  that  “gay  women  are  the 
country’s  most  invisible 
minority”  —  which  goes  for 
television-land  as  well.  In  fact. 
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Plyinoutti  V.ilianls  those  classics  ol 
ri'iiatnlitv  Rut  they  te  ready  for 
anythinq  and  did  most  ot  the  work  on 
thi‘  antiqiM'  vehicles  lor  ihe  movie 
Ttie  Bniiks  Job 


inrpnniod  from  Pe.r/  Paper  Hps!  nf  tinsfnn  hall  WHOl 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

Bo.ston,  MA02115 
6 1 7-266-0760 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 


Yuppie  dyke  Lynn  Redgrave  (left)  and  her  TV  lover  Mariette  Hartley 
share  a  cautious  embrace  in  My  Two  Loves. 


even  in  this  movie  about  lesbians, 
the  only  displays  of  physical  affec¬ 
tion  between  the  women  amount 
to  a  few  meaningful  touches,  one 
shot  of  hugging,  two  shots  of 
hand-holding,  a  scene  of  Mar¬ 
jorie’s  washing  Gail’s  hair,  and 
the  ill-fated  kiss  —  on  the 
forehead  —  when  Gail’s  mom 
walks  in.  The  only  way  we’re  real¬ 
ly  sure  these  girls  have  “done  it” 
at  all  is  when  the  mother,  surmis¬ 
ing  the  kiss  she  saw  was  more  than 
friendly,  shrieks,  “What  else  have 
you  done?  Have  you  slept 
together?”  and  Gail  responds  in 
the  affirmative.  (Apparently  the 
film  originally  included  shots  of 
the  women  kissing  but  these  were 
censored  out.) 

This  movie  also  takes  great 
pains  to  reassure  its  viewers  that, 
in  Marjorie’s  words,  “not  all  gay 
women  wear  black  leather  and 
ride  Harley  Davidsons.”  Hartley 
and  Redgrave,  in  fact,  are  never 
shown  without  makeup,  and  rare¬ 
ly  in  pants.  As  we  learn  that  les¬ 
bians  —  oops,  “gay  women”  — 
like  to  be  feminine  and  do  not 
strive  to  be  surrogate  men,  we  also 
learn  that  these  lesbians  in  lipstick 
see  no  value  in  coming  out  or  be¬ 
ing  political  in  any  way.  The  only 
hint  at  the  possibility  of  communi¬ 
ty  identity  and  support  for  these 
women  comes  when  Marjorie  of¬ 
fers  to  introduce  Gail  to  her 
friends,  “women  who  look  like 
women,  who  love  one  another.” 
And  when  Gail  rails  against  their 
inability  to  be  publicly  affec¬ 
tionate,  Marjorie  responds  that 
she’s  “not  about  to  come  out,” 
that  she’s  “beyond  anger,” 
preferring  to  “slide^by  and  enjoy 
life.” 

The  movie’s  ending  is  troubling 
as  well.  It  seems  even  Rita  Mae 
Brown  couldn’t  devise  an  ending 
which  would  have  let  Gail  con¬ 
tinue  her  relationship  with  Mar¬ 
jorie.  Instead,  Gail  decides  she 
loves  both  Ben  and  Marjorie  after 
being  reassured  by  her  therapist 


that  “many  more  people  than 
were  previously  thought  have  had 
bisexual  experiences.”  The  con¬ 
trived  ending  —  when  she  tells 
both  Ben  and  Marjorie  that  she 
needs  to  be  alone  for  a  while  — 
presents  sexual  stereotypes  at  their 
worst:  the  lesbian  is  left  lonely, 
carrying  a  torch  for  a  woman  who 
doesn’t  want  her.  The  bisexual 
woman  is  confused,  and  breaks 
the  hearts  of  man  and  woman 
alike.  And  the  possessive, 
homophobic  chauvinist  maintains 
his  claim  as  woman’s  best  friend. 

While  My  Two  Loves  contains 


definite  homophobic  elements,  it 
has  its  redeeming  qualities  as  well. 
First,  Gail  clearly  enjoys  sex  with 
Marjorie,  more  so  than  with  Ben. 
She  tells  Marjorie,  “I’m  confused 
and  shocked  that  I  can  be  so 
moved  by  you,”  and  later  “I  only 
know  there’s  such  joy  when  I’m 
with  you.”  The  scenes  between 
Gail  and  her  mother  (played,  in¬ 
cidentally,  by  Sada  Thompson, 
mother  of  another  TV  dykette. 
Buddy  Lawrence,  on  Family), 
though  somewhat  maudlin,  por¬ 
tray  a  mother  coming  to  grips  with 
her  daughter’s  love  for  a  woman. 
I  hope  many  parents  of  gays  and 
lesbians  will  take  their  cues  from 
her  admission  that  “I  may  not 
understand,  but  I  love  you 
anyway  —  you’re  my  daughter.” 

For  such  a  closet  case  of  a  film. 
My  Two  Loves  ironically  does  a 
good  job  of  conveying  the  anguish 
of  homophobic  oppression.  Gail 
realizes  that  “I’ve  never  had  to 
evade  the  truth  before ...  It  feels 
like  I’m  a  liar. . .  I  don’t  know  if  1 
can  go  on  lying ...  Is  this  what  it’s 
like  to  be  gay?”  In  addition,  ran¬ 
dom  remarks  throughout  the 
movie  challenge  assumptions 
about  sexuality,  as  when  Gail 
wonders  “why  people  are 
homosexuals,”  and  Marjorie 
challenges  “Does  anyone  know 
why  people  are 

heterosexuals?”  Later,  when  Ben 
confronts  Gail  and  Marjorie  and 
wonders  if  anything  he  did  made 
Gail  gay,  Marjorie  responds  that 
women  don’t  become  lesbians 
because  of  men  but  because  they 
love  women  (all  right,  it’s  out  of 
Feminism  101,  but  it’s  good  to 
hear  on  TV). 

Finally,  My  Two  Lovers  is 
significant  in  that  it  is  the  first 
made-for-TV  movie  which  is  co¬ 
written  by  a  lesbian  and  brings  les¬ 
bianism  out  of  obscurity 
(somewhat)  and  onto  the  tube. 
We  can  only  hope  that  more  — 
and  better  —  TV  movies  about 
dykes  will  be  made . . .  and  that 
they  won’t  be  scheduled  opposite 
Cagney  and  Lacey. 

Ed.  note:  GCN  reader  Ann  Col¬ 
lins  has  informed  us  that  the 
Alabama  ABC  affiliate,  WRBC  in 
Birmingham,  decided  that  the 
citizens  of  that  state  didn’t  need  to 
see  My  Two  Loves.  Ironically,  the 
station  opted  to  run  the  movie 
Boys  Town  in  place  of  this  tame 
portrait  of  yuppie  “gay  women.” 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


WILL-WEBSTER 

Wholesale  to  Homeowners 

BUY  DIRECT 


Screened  Loam,  Mulch,  Colored  Stone, 
Washed  Sand  and  Stone,  Gravel 

Saturday  Deliveries 
(Pickup  available  at  Yard] 

50  Ceylon  Street,  off  Columbia  Road 
Dorchester 

445-6923 

Daily  9  a.m.  —  5  p.m./Saturday  7  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 
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A  New  Generation  of  Student  Activists 


By  Phred  Catherine  McKeen 

For  those  who  think  student  ac¬ 
tivism  is  passe,  that  campus  pro¬ 
test  has  gone  the  way  of  Doones- 
bury’s  Walden  commune  in  the 
yuppified  ’80s,  perhaps  it’s  time  to 
take  a  closer  look.  Consider,  first, 
that  when  political  activists  are 
rumored  dead,  defunct,  or 
apathetic,  they  are  often  actually 
quietly  organizing.  Consider  also 
that  political  movements  tend  to 
follow  cycles. 

Then,  consider  the  facts.  The 
National  Organization  for  Women’s 
March  For  Women’s  Lives  on 
March  9  drew  an  estimated  20.000 
student  participants  out  of  80,000 
demonstrators.  Closer  to  home, 
the  North  East  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Student  Activist  Conference  was 
attended  by  approximately  500 
student  delegates  from  80  schools. 

Certainly  the  ’80s  have  not  yet 
produced  the  type  of  mass  student 
demonstrations  that  sparked 
public  interest  in  the  ’60s.  How¬ 
ever,  this  does  not  necessarily  in¬ 
dicate  that  this  generation’s  stu¬ 
dents  are  the  self-obsessed  and 
materialistic,  pre-fab,  pre¬ 
professional  cutouts  they  are  often 
made  out  to  be.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  student  activism  in  the  ’60s 
and  ’80s  may  be  the  emphasis  on 
spontaneous  mass  demonstration 
as  opposed  to  consistent  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Today’s  students  “are  working 
for  long-term  change,  instead  of 
getting  the  wheels  moving  for  just 
a  short  time,”  according  to 
Rodney  Hess  of  Gays  at  MIT. 
Other  student  activists  agree.  “To 
a  large  degree,  it’s  not  the  big. 


anarchistic  events,”  says  Matthew 
Hayes  of  the  Boston  Inter¬ 
collegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance.  “I  think  we’ve  matured  a 
bit.” 

Accordingly,  when  NOW  began 
planning  to  fulfill  president 
Eleanor  Smeal’s  promise  to  bring 
the  current  women’s  movement 
“into  the  streets,”  they  looked  to 
college  and  university  students. 
And  students  from  approximately 
250  East  Coast  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  responded  in  force.  Stu¬ 
dents  were  evident  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton  march  by  numerical  percen¬ 
tage  (20-25  percent)  as  well  as  by 
stated  presence  (NOW  provided 
signs  for  each  represented  col- 
lege/University).  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  largely  ignored  by  main¬ 
stream  media. 

“Primarily,  the  press  didn’t 
pick  up  on  the  students,”  says 
Alice  O’Brien,  one  of  the  principal 
organizers  for  the  march’s  college 
contingent.  “They  didn’t  see  the 
march  as  a  student  event  because 
[NOW]  is  not  student  run.” 
O’Brien,  herself  a  Yale  student  in¬ 
terning  at  NOW’s  Washington  of¬ 
fice  during  a  year’s  leave,  went  on 
to  point  out  that  much  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  mobilization  for  the  march 
was  accomplished  by  students, 
both  those  in  NOW,  and  others  on 
college  campuses.  At  present,  ex¬ 
isting  campus  organizations 
facilitate  much  of  NOW’s  out¬ 
reach  to  students. 

Student  organizations  tradi¬ 
tionally  encounter  a  special  set  of 
administrative  difficulties.  The 
most  intractable  (or  perhaps  the 


most-talked  about)  is  the  fade-in, 
fade-out  problem.  Student 
organizations  possess  membership 
that  not  only  changes  rapidly  due 
to  graduation,  but  which  also 
regulates  overall  activity  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  fluctuations  of  the  academic 
calendar  (break-classes-exams, 
break-classes-exams  —  and  on, 
like  some  poorly  received  radio 
station).  The  result  is  a  lack  of  con¬ 
tinuity  from  year  to  year,  even 
from  month  to  month.  For  gay 
and  lesbian  student  organizations, 
which  have  the  added  instability  of 
being  part  of  a  fairly  new  and  still 
stigmatized  movement,  the  pro¬ 
blem  is  severely  compounded. 


But  gay  and  lesbian  student 
organizations  are  coming  into 
their  own.  Earlier  this  month, 
about  500  gay/lesbian  student  ac¬ 
tivists  from  schools  all  over  the 
Northeast  celebrated  at  the  3rd  an¬ 
nual  North  East  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Student  Activist  Conference  (the 
NELGSA  Conference).  The  con¬ 
ference  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
North  East  Lesbian  and  Gay  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  (NELGSU)  and 
Brown  University  Lesbian  Gay 


Student  Alliance,  and  held  at 
Brown  University  campus  in  Pro¬ 
vidence,  R.l.  The  establishment  of 
the  conference  as  an  annual  event 
represents  increasing  stability  for 
campus  gay  and  lesbian  groups. 
The  conference  gives  student  ac¬ 
tivists  something  to  work  toward, 
and  is  seen  as  “a  great  cure  for 
burnout.” 

The  “cure”  this  year  included  a 
performance  by  gay  singing  duo 
Romanofsky  and  Phillips,  comedy 
by  feminist-humorist  Kate  Clin¬ 
ton,  and  an  inspiring  after-dinner 
speech  by  Gerry  Studds,  the  open¬ 
ly  gay  Massachusetts  member  of 
Congress.  Studds  talked  about. 


among  other  issues,  college  and 
university  policies  towards 
discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference.  “How  can  anyone 
even  seriously  debate  the  question 
of  whether  sexual  orientation 
clauses  belong  in  university  non¬ 
discrimination  policies?”  he  ask¬ 
ed.  “It  is  beyond  debate.  It  is  self- 
evident.”  Many  delegates  in  the 
audience,  including  those  of  the 
host  university,  are  still  working  to 
make  the  self-evidence  of  these 


clauses  a  reality. 

Other  distinguished  conference 
guests  '  .icluded:  Peter  Drago,  New 
York  Governor’s  gay  community 
liaison;  Flo  Kennedy,  Black  les¬ 
bian  attorney  and  national  civil- 
rights  activist;  Larry  Kessler,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Boston’s  AIDS 
Action  Committee;  Jim  Holmes  of 
the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  of 
New  York;  Nancy  Roth,  former 
executive  director  of  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby;  David 
Scondras,  openly  gay  member  of  the 
Boston  City  Council;  Marge 
Stenberg,  president  of  Rhode 
Island  Project/AIDS;  and  the 
Freedom  Trail  Band  from  Boston. 


Student  delegates  participated, 
learned,  taught,  rallied,  partied, 
and  “networked”  during  the  con¬ 
ference  weekend.  Workshops,  at¬ 
tended  and  often  given  by 
students,  concerned:  AIDS,  alum- 
ni/ae  organizing,  bisexual  identi¬ 
ty,  choosing  children,  community 
building,  feminism,  fundraising, 
gays  and  the  left,  Jewish  gays  and 
lesbians,  neighborhood  alliances, 
parents,  racism,  gay  rights  bills. 

Continued  on  page  12 


Three  delegates  from  Bronx  Community  College 
began  to  sing  ^‘Amazing  Grace"'  as  the  other 
students  in  the  circle  held  hands,  swayed  and  sang 
aloud.  The  conference  theme  —  Unity  "86  —  was 
borne  out  in  a  way  no  organizer  could  have  planned. 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed, or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  M A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 


ACCOUNTINC/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR, 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 


ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 


AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 


CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 


DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 


COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 


DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 


LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 


JOHN  BARNA  & 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 


DOC  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 


GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

277-8187 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 


LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
338-3014 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 


DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 


FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION,  INC. 
186'/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 


FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 
Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 
PRINTING 
RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER' 

16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 5 
267-7573 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 


PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 


TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 


ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
641-1234 


MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 


PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 
REAL  ESTATE 
BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 
CENTURY  21 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 
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Leapin'  Lesbians! 

Donna  Deitch  Goes  For  the  Heart  of  the  Country 


Donna  Deitch:  director  and  producer  of  Desert  Hearts 

By  Loie  Hayes 

An  explosion  of  gay  male  movies  has  hit  the  U.S.  in 
the  past  few  months.  Kiss  of  the  Spiderwoman, 

Parting  Glances  and  My  Beautiful  Laundrette,  among 
others,  have  not  only  demonstrated  that  the  coming 
out  story  can  be  surpassed,  they've  also  shown  the 
movie  industry  that  substantive  gay  portrayals  can 
mean  box  office  bingo. 

Lesbian  films,  unsurprisingly,  are  still  making  only 
the  metaphoric  59  cents  to  every  gay  male  cinematic 
dollar.  While  there  are  more  and  more  lesbian  in¬ 
dependent  filmmakers,  they  are  still  mostly  confined 
to  documentaries  and  short  features,  small  budgets 
and  poor  distribution.  When  lesbians  have  looked  to 
Hollywood  for  reflections  of  ourselves,  we've  been 
treated  to  wholesale  whitewash,  as  was  the  case  with 
Stephen  Spielberg's  corruption  of  Alice  Walker's  The 
Color  Purple.  With  this  as  background,  imagine  the 
appearance  of  Desert  Hearts.  Not  since  the  down-to- 
earth  working  class  dykes  in  Silkwood  have  such  girl- 
next-door  characters  been  shown  diddling  with  each 
other  in  theaters  across  the  country  —  and  now  may 
well  be  in  the  running  for  Best  Actress,  not  just  Best 
Supporting. 

Desert  Hearts  is  a  no-apologies-offered  lesbian 
declaration  so  full  of  country  &  western  and  '50s 
kitsch  it's  bound  to  grab  for  the  hearts  of  even  semi- 
accepting  straights.  Gay  men  will  be  impressed  with 
its  persistent  assertions  of  "I  am  what  1  am"  and  its 
dykey  lead  will  surely  be  the  lesbian  heart  throb  of 
1986.  The  sex  scene  is  simultaneously  emotional  and 
erotic,  a  vision  I'm  still  savoring  weeks  after  my  first 
viewing. 

The  woman  responsible  for  turning  Jane  Rule's 
1964  cult  classic  Desert  of  the  Heart  into  a  flashy, 
fun,  1986  release  from  a  major  Hollywood  studio  is 
Donna  Deitch.  An  impressive  woman  with  forceful 
eyes,  a  wide  smile  and  candid  opinions.  Deitch 
decided  seven  years  ago  that  she  wanted  to  film  a 
lesbian  love  story.  When  major  producers  gave  her 
the  run-around,  she  formed  her  own  production 
company,  hustled  for  backers  and  gathered  the  right 
crew  of  technicians  and  actors  to  make  it  happen. 

Her  goal  was  to  create  a  picture  of  lesbian  love  that 
in  its  simplicity  and  honesty  would  be  neither 
overlooked  nor  suppressed.  With  Desert  Hearts,  Don¬ 
na  Deitch  demands  her  audience  to  acknowledge 
and  appreciate  the  passions  women  can  call  out  in 
each  other. 

Deitch  spoke  with  me  on  the  day  the  much- 
anticipated  and  very  disappointing  New  York  Times 
review  of  Desert  Hearts  appeared.  She'd  spent  the  day 
being  filmed  for  a  television  special  on  women  film¬ 
makers  and  being  interviewed  by  the  major  Boston 
papers.  She  was  due  at  the  airport  in  an  hour.  Our 
conversation  centered  mostly  on  the  character 
changes  between  Rule's  novel  and  the  film,  the  im¬ 
plications  of  those  changes,  and  the  social  context  for 
lesbians  on  the  silver  screen. 


L.H.:  I  imagine  there  has  to  be  a  lot  of  streamlining 
to  make  a  novel  into  a  movie.  One  of  the  first 
changes  1  noticed  in  the  movie  is  that  Silver  is  no 
longer  bisexual,  but  immediately  straight.  Clearly  af¬ 
fectionate  and  accepting,  but  there's  not  the  history 
between  her  and  Cay  that's  in  the  novel. 


D.D.:  Actually  it's  intended  to  be  pretty  ambiguous 
whether  she's  bisexual  or  not.  I  didn't  want  to  say  she 
was.  What  I  wanted  to  create  was  a  certain  amount  of 
intimacy  between  two  women  who  were  not 
necessarily  lovers,  like  Silver  and  Cay,  or  Cay  and 
Frances.  I  wanted  to  break  down  some  of  that  fear 
people  have  about  seeing  women  being  intimate 
together,  whether  or  not  it's  in  the  context  of  being 
lovers. 

L.H.:  You  present  a  whole  range  of  women's  rela¬ 
tionships  very  vividly.  Certainly  Frances,  the  step¬ 
mother,  has  become  much  more  prominent.  Her 
character  has  changed  quite  a  bit,  become  much 
more  complex.  She  expresses  a  lot  of  class  anger  I 
don't  remember  from  the  book,  particularly  trying  to 
divide  Vivian  and  Cay  by  saying  Vivian's  too  upper- 
class  tor  Cay.  In  the  book  she's  completely  suppor¬ 
tive  of  the  women's  involvement.  Why  did  you  turn 
her  into  the  main  homophobe  instead  of  Cay's  ex¬ 
boyfriend  as  it  was  in  the  novel? 

D.D.:  I  wanted  the  homophobia  to  come  from  a 
character  the  audience  would  more  readily  identify 
with.  I  didn't  want  to  set  up  any  sort  of  male  villain, 
some  homophobic  male.  I  just  thought  that  was 
alienating. 

I  wanted  Frances  to  be  fearful  of  that  relationship 
on  a  variety  of  levels,  only  one  was  her  homophobia. 
Her  biggest  fear  was  of  losing  Cay  who  was  her  con¬ 
nection  to  her  past  and  the  man  she  was  with  for  the 
last  ten  years.  As  Frances  changed  her  attitude,  I  felt 
the  audience  would,  too.  She's  that  kind  of  pivotal 
character. 

L.H.:  She  works  well  in  that  role.  But  it  adds  a  whole 
mother-daughter  dynamic  that's  pretty  much  absent 
from  the  book.  Do  you  think  that's  something  the 
"American  public"  is  more  ready  to  deal  with,  a 
mother-daughter  relationship? 

D.D.:  I  just  think  it's  a  real  life  situation,  that  women 
constantly  have  to  deal  with  our  mothers. 

L.H.:  How  does  your  mother  feel  about  you  doing 
this? 

D.D.:  My  mother's  dead.  She  has  been  for  12  years. 
L.H.:  I'm  sorry. 

D.D.:  But  I  think  she  thinks  it's  pretty  terrific. 

L,H.:  Well,  great  then. 

Getting  back  to  Frances,  what's  the  significance 
of  her  alcoholism,  if  that's  what  you  intend  to  imply 
with  her  drinking?  I  remember  in  the  novel  the  Vi¬ 
vian  character's  husband  was  alcoholic,  or  similarly 
characterized.  Was  that  an  important  change  in 
Frances'  character? 

D.D.:  Frances'  alcoholism  was  important,  but 
everything  is  important.  The  gloves  that  a  character 
wears  are  important.  I  was  not  trying  to  make  an  issue 
about  alcoholism.  I  was  trying  to  draw  her  character, 
without  being  hard  on  her.  It  wasn't  really  a  carry¬ 
over  from  the  book. 

L.H.:  Another  thing  that  feels  significant  is  that 
there's  less  emphasis  on  the  social  risk  of  the  women 
choosing  to  be  lovers.  There's  still  an  emphasis  on 
the  romantic  risk,  certainly  with  the  whole  metaphor 
of  gambling.  But  Vivian's  less  concerned  about  losing 
her  job,  and  Cay  doesn't  have  the  same  degree  of 
turmoil  about  how  she  as  an  artist  and  intellectual  fits 


in  Reno,  or  whether  she  needs  to  leave  Reno  or  not. 
She  doesn't  get  fired  from  her  job  because  of 
homophobia,  as  is  the  case  in  the  book.  Why  is  that? 

D.D.:  I  wanted  to  make  it  more  of  an  internal  con¬ 
flict.  I  didn't  want  it  to  be  specifically  issue-oriented 
around  a  job,  or  not  being  able  to  get  a  final  decree 
on  the  divorce.  I  didn't  want  it  to  be  something  that 
could  be  corrected  in  some  sort  of  external  way.  I 
wanted  to  deal  with  the  internal  conflicts  and  the 
emotions  the  characters  were  going  through,  more 
than  something  from  the  outside  that  might  motivate 
them  to  go  forward  or  not. 

L.H.:  I  can  understand  how  that  draws  the  audience 
in  more,  that  it  avoids  the  risk  of  straight  people  be¬ 
ing  alienated  by  the  issue  of  gay  rights.  Still,  I'm  hop¬ 
ing  for  a  movie  that  will  have  a  deeply  personal 
story,  and  also  will  show  that  there's  a  whole  political 
context  to  making  this  very  personal  choice. 

D.D.:  That's  another  movie. 

L.H.:  If  you  think  of  the  audiences  that  are  going  to 
see  this,  the  gay  audiences  and  the  straight  au¬ 
diences,  what  would  you  like  to  say  to  them  about 
this  film? 

D.D.:  I  see  this  film  as  a  communication  tool,  in  the 
sense  that  it's  a  positive  film  about  a  love  relationship 
between  two  women  that  has  some  truth  and  humor 
to  it.  It  can  be  used  by  gays  and  lesbians  to  take  their 
straight  friends  to  a  movie  that  is  about  a  homosexual 
relationship,  and  that's  positive  and  humorous.  It  ex¬ 
presses  that  side  of  lesbian  and  gay  life  that  hasn't 
been  shown  before. 

L.H.:  That  makes  me  think  of  my  straight  younger 
sister  coming  to  town  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  I  wonder 
how  she'd  react  to  the  sex  scene. 

D.D.;  /  think  one  of  the  strong  points  about  this 
movie  with  a  straight  audience  is  that  they  perceive 
this  as  sort  of  a  universal  love  story.  There  are  things 
that  happen  in  love  stories  regardless  of  the  sexual 
combination  that  are  fairly  universal.  I  mean  resistance 
and  vulnerability  and  surrender  and  fear  happen  bet¬ 
ween  any  combination  of  people.  That's  why  I  think 
straight  audiences  accept  this.  They  believe  that  these 
two  women  are  going  through  a  certain  amount  of 
conflict,  and  that  they  are  drawn  to  each  other.  And 
then  when  they  make  love,  it's  because  they  really 
want  to,  even  though  it's  hard  and  there's  that 
resistance  in  the  scene  and  then  she  surrenders.  But  it 
is  a  real  scene.  It's  not  like  a  kiss  and  a  fade  to  black. 

It  is  a  real  scene  with  a  beginning,  a  middle  and  an 
end. 

L.H.:  And  it's  long,  too. 

D.D.:  Because  it  takes  that  amount  of  time  to  follow 
the  path  of  the  emotions  that  Vivian  goes  through, 
that  they  both  go  through. 

L,H.:  I  loved  the  humor  in  it  and  I  was  definitely 
drawn  in  as  the  women  get  into  being  sexual.  But  the 
"surrender,"  the  cum  shot,  seems  peculiar  to  me.  It's 
kind  of  like  "Look  Ma,  no  hands."  Does  it  strike  you 
that  way  at  all? 

D.D.;  No.  I  mean  I  think  there's  a  lot  of  ways  to  cum. 

I  just  picked  one. 

L.H.:  (Laughs)  Well  it  seems  safe  to  me. 

D.D.:  Uh  huh. 

L.H.:  Does  it  seem  that  way  to  you? 

D.D.:  It  seems  kind  of  kinky  to  me.  (Laughs.)  No,  I 
don't  know.  I'm  kidding  when  I  say  that.  I  don't 
know  what  it  seems  like  to  me  any  more.  I  guess  it 
just  sort  of  looks  nice  to  me. 

L.H.:  Right.  Well  certainly  when  you  compare  it  to 
the  sex  in  Lianna,  Personal  Best,  even  Laundrette,  cer¬ 
tainly  Parting  Glances  —  it's  the  most  explicit  lesbian 
or  gay  male  sex  that's  hit  the  screen.  Bravo.  Bravo. 

D.D.:  Thank  you. 

L.H.:  We'll  have  you  make  the  next  porn  video  for 
the  next  CCN  raffle. 

D.D.:  I  don't  make  porn. 

L.H.:  (Stifling  laughter)  Oh,  excuse  me. 

Seriously  now,  I  wonder  how  much  nervousness 
and  homophobia  you  came  up  against  from  the  film's 
distributors  with  regard  to  the  film's  sexiness.  I  notic¬ 
ed  there  weren't  any  romantic  stills  in  the  press 
packet  we  received.  There's  that  vague  scene  on  the 
train  platform  where  they're  both  looking  sad.  .  . 

D.D.:  No,  we  have  distributed  stills  like  that.  Film 
Comment  ran  the  one  of  Helen  and  Patricia  naked 
from  the  shoulders  up. 

L.H.:  Oh,  I  haven't  seen  that  one  yet.  I  assume  that's 
a  select  release  to  papers  that  would  be  more  accept¬ 
ing  of  the  film's  lesbian  theme.  Can  you  comment  on 
the  balance  between  what  you  want  to  say  and  what 
you  can  say? 

D.D.:  Well,  first  and  foremost  you  want  this  picture  to 
be  successful.  Now,  it  can't  what  we  call  "crossover" 


Two  Views  on  Desert  Hearts 
Sexy?  or  simply  Slow? 

Desert  Hearts.  Directed  by  Donna  Deitch.  Written  by  Natalie  Cooper,  from  the 
novel  Desert  ot  the  Heart  by  Jane  Rule.  With  Helen  Shaver,  Patricia  Charbon- 
neau,  Audra  Lindley,  Andra  Akers,  Gwen  Wells.  At  the  Nickelodeon,  opening 
April  18. 


Reviewed  by  Sarah  Schulman 

The  plush  screening  room  at  The 
3ulf  Western  Building  was  filled  with 
anned  lesbians  in  designer  clothes  talk- 
ng  about  the  Bahamas  while  reclining  in 
eather  armchairs.  Yes  girls,  this  is  big 
ime  now.  No  more  crappy  prints  of 
;cotch  taped-together  celluloid.  No  more 
esbians  killing  themselves,  running  off 
Mth  men,  ending  lonely  and  despon¬ 
dent.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
he  world  we  have  an  overtly  lesbian 
'eature  film  made  with  a  lesbian  sensibili- 
:y  with  lesbian  money  for  a  lesbian  au¬ 
dience.  Great,  right?  Well,  yes  and  no. 
Desert  Hearts  will  make  you  laugh,  it  will 
make  you  cry  and  it  will  make  you  yawn, 
3Ut  you  can't  have  everything. 

First  the  good  news.  This  project  was 
3ut  together  with  the  willpower  and 
determination  of  Donna  Deitch,  a 
documentary  filmmaker.  After  reading 
lane  Rule's  novel  Desert  of  the  Heart  and 
obtaining  the  rights,  she  spent  nearly 
seven  years  raising  funds  from  coast  to 
coast.  Women  like  Lily  Tomlin,  Stockard 
Channing  and  Gloria  Steinem  lent  their 
names  to  fundraising  parties.  So,  because 
of  this  woman's  commitment,  we  now 
have  a  feature  film  about  lesbian  lives 
which  will  soon  play  in  commercial 
movie  houses. 

The  problem  is  that  the  movie  is  slow 
and  predictable.  Oh,  there  are  really  fun 
moments  and  great  supporting  perfor¬ 
mances  by  actors  like  Gwen  Weils  and 
Anthony  Ponzini.  But  aside  from  a  lot  of 
pretty  positive  images,  there's  not  much 
bite  to  this  film.  Of  course,  I  am  saying 
this  from  the  safety  and  security  of  a  les¬ 
bian  community.  I  think  the  film  will 
mean  a  lot  to  U.S.  dykes  who  are  looking 
for  a  public  statement  legitimizing  their 
lives.  But,  artistically,  somehow  it's  a  bit 
disappointing. 


Patricia  Charbonneau  is  physically 
perfect  as  the  lesbian  romantic  lead.  She 
has  all  those  qualities  that  girls  like.  She's 
pretty,  tomboyish,  rugged,  has  a  nice 
body  and  deep  eyes  —  and  it  is  nice  to 
watch  her  in  that  silver  lame  cowgirl  out¬ 
fit.  Unfortunately,  she  doesn't  have  much 
of  an  emotional  range  as  an  actress.  By 
the  way,  Charbonneau's  press  bio  men¬ 
tions  that  she  is  married  and  was  preg¬ 
nant  during  the  filming.  I  guess  she  wants 
to  work  again.  Helen  Shaver,  as  the  pur¬ 
sued  woman,  is  flat,  and  the  two  of  them 
have  little  chemistry  on  film. 

Deitch  has  chosen  to  avoid  the  fast- 
paced  breakneck  editing  of  most 
Hollywood  films.  That  gives  the 
characters  time  to  get  to  know  each  other 
and  for  scenes  to  develop,  but  there  is  a 
lot  of  dead  space  and  too  much  emoting 
going  on.  This  initially  vulnerable  touch 
becomes  dreary  as  the  film  progresses. 

Alright,  here's  the  real  deal.  It's  cor¬ 
ny,  some  of  it  so  corny  that  it's  downright 
embarassing.  It's  a  corny  love  story  with 
very  little  tension:  all  along  you  know 
that  they're  going  to  "do  it" .  .  .  and  you 
know  it's  going  to  be  pretty  and  explicit, 
and  after  a  whole  bunch  of  diversions, 
"it"  finally  happens. 

But,  I  know  and  you  know  that 
you're  going  to  go  see  it,  and  something 
about  the  experience  will  feel  exciting. 
Because,  even  though  Desert  Hearts  is 
not  the  greatest  film  ever  made,  it's  going 
to  be  important  to  a  lot  of  people.  It 
might  even  make  a  difference  in  their 
lives.  So  just  get  ready  to  enjoy  yourself 
and  giggle  and  groan,  then  get  up  and  go 
see  Desert  Hearts.  Later  you'll  want  to  say 
that  you  were  there. 


Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

Desert  Hearts,  a  new  film  by  Donna 
Deitch  based  on  jane  Rule's  lesbian 
classic  Desert  of  the  Heart,  is  a  joy  to 
behold.  Sassy,  sexy  and  smart.  Desert 
Hearts  is  one  of  the  high  spots  in  the 
skimpy  history  of  gay  movies  —  and  pro¬ 
bably  the  high  spot  in  the  even  more  bar¬ 
ren  history  of  lesbian  films. 

Set  in  the  divorce  land  of  1959,  Reno, 
Desert  Hearts  concerns  the  visit  of  uptight 
Columbia  professor  Vivian  Bell  (Helen 
Shaver)  to  a  dude  ranch  where  she  will 
wait  for  her  marriage  to  end  and  her  new 
life  to  begin.  While  at  the  ranch  run  by 
rummy  mother  hen  Frances  (Audra 
Lindley),  Vivian  meets  the  earthy,  coltish 
lesbian  Cay  Rivvers  (Patricia 
Charbonneau),  Frances'  step-daughter 
and  moneychanger  at  a  local  casino.  It's 
no  surprise  to  anyone  —  except  perhaps 
to  the  characters  —  that  the  25-year-old 
Cay  falls,  hard,  for  the  older  professional 
woman.  And  Vivian,  an  Eastern 
wallflower  if  there  ever  were  one,  blooms 
in  the  sunny,  arid  Nevada  soil. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  think  of— or 
dismiss  —  Desert  Hearts  as  just  a  coming- 
out  story.  That  genre,  as  important 
(though  overworked)  as  it  is,  usually  con¬ 
tains  long,  drawn-out  scenes  of  the  newly 
coming-out  person  leaving  their  wonder¬ 
ful  homes  (Making  Love)  or  their  horrible 
homes  (Lianna)  or  even  their  sort  of  bor¬ 
ing  homes  (Personal  Best).  The  problem  is 
that  all  these  stories  are  much  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  heterosexual  life  changing 
than  with  gay  life  beginning.  We  never 
see  Vivian's  husband  or  homelife  in 
Desert  Hearts.  We  do  see  Cay's  home  life 
where  she  is  living  as  and  accepted  (for 
the  most  part)  as  an  open  lesbian. 
Although  Vivian  does  come  out.  Desert 
Hearts  is  much  more  a  story  of  a  woman 
coming  into  her  own,  and  into  a  full, 
emotional  life. 

Desert  Hearts  is  also  a  very 
"American"  film.  When  we  first  see 
Vivian,  she  is  dressed  in  a  tailored,  severe 
suit  looking  like  one  of  Simone  Signoret's 
semi-lesbian  roles  from  a  '50s  French 
movie.  Cay  on  the  other  hand  is  open 
and  comfortable  with  her  body:  she  is  an 
embodiment  of  the  American  West  —  an 
image  usually  preserved  for  cowboys,  not 
lesbians.  Director  Deitch  has  filled  the 
soundtrack  with  country  music  classics  — 
everyone  from  Elvis  to  Patsy  Cline  —  and 
this  adds  to  the  regionalism  of  the  film  as 
well  as  to  the  feeling  which  buoys  the 


movie  up  from  simplistic  formula  to 
romantic  reverie. 

The  "gay  problem"  movie  has  been 
with  us  for  a  long  time.  It  came  from  a 
European  tradition  of  new-realism  at  a 
time  when  they  were  the  only  filmmakers 
willing  to  deal  with  more  "taboo"  topics. 
The  "gay  problem"  movie  usually  pits 
sympathetic,  the  emphasis  on  the 
pathetic,  homosexuals  fighting  against 
heterosexuals.  But  Desert  Hearts  breaks 
from  this.  There  are  straight  people  here, 
but  they  are  mostly  unimportant.  Deitch 
has  set  up  her  own  terms  for  the  story 
(taken,  of  course,  from  Rule's  book)  and 
has  presented  it  in  its  own  terms.  By  set¬ 
ting  it  in  the  late  '50s  western  desert,  she 
has  given  it  a  fresh  flavor  of  adventure 
and  daring.  If  Vivian  represents  the  East, 
convention  and  the  establishment.  Cay  is 
a  vision  of  the  decade  to  come:  free, 
open  and  sexual. 

Desert  Hearts  is  not  a  perfect  film. 
The  screenplay  is  a  little  choppy  —  I 
suspect  it's  bound  a  little  too  closely  to 
the  book  —  and  the  film  may  have  pro¬ 
fited  from  a  more  seamless  narrative  line. 
On  the  other  hand  Deitch's  direction  is 
almost  always  on  target.  While  most  of 
the  film  is  done  in  medium  and  long  shots 
(connected  with  dissolves  and  wipes 
which  lend  a  lovely  period  effect),  she 
has  placed  the  sex  scene,  which  occurs 
three-quarters  way  through  the  film,  in 
literally  breathtaking  closeups.  While  the 
early  parts  of  the  film  have  a  distanced 
quality,  the  lovemaking  pulls  the  film 
together  with  a  real  emotional  impact. 
It's  also  one  of  the  hottest  bed  romps  in 
recent  memory.  The  performances  by 
Helen  Shaver  and  Patricia  Charbonneau 
are  wonderful  —  both  bring  more  life  to 
the  parts  than  is  in  the  written  dialogue 
and  are  certainly  convincing  not  only  as 
lesbians  (something  you  could  portray 
with  an  easy  stereotype)  but  as  real 
women. 

Desert  Hearts  was  independently 
produced.  (That  means  that  the  studios 
would  not  touch  it  until  someone  else 
wanted  to  take  the  chance  on  the 
money.)  It's  clear  that  if  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  going  to  see  ourselves  on  the 
screen,  we  are  going  to  have  to  rely  on 
people  like  Donna  Deitch  to  do  it  for  us. 
For  this  she  deserves  our  thanks  and  our 
patronage. 


The  sexiest  publicity  shot  released  by  Desert  Hearts'  distributor.  Maybe  the  hot 
frames  from  the  film  itself  were  deemed  too  risky  for  newsprint. 


without  the  straight  movie-goers.  So  if  you  only 
publicize  it  as  a  lesbian  love  story  and  don  t  take  into 
consideration  all  the  other  elements  that  would  attract 
people  who  want  to  go  to  the  movies  —  like  the 
country-western  sound  track  and  the  Reno  of  the  50s, 
and  the  other  relationships  and  characters  —  then 
you're  going  to  minimalize  your  audience.  And  if  you 
do  that,  if  this  film  does  not  do  well,  there  won  t  be 
another  positive  lesbian  love  story  made,  at  least  from 
the  commercial  cinema,  for  probably  five  or  ten  years. 
LH.:  Sure,  the  distributor  has  a  bundle  riding  on  this 
and  if  they  lose  it,  no  one  else  is  going  to  take  that 
risk  for  a  while.  Why  do  you  suppose  a  mainstream 
distributor  is  interested  in  buying  a  film  like  this  now, 
rather  than  say  ten  years  ago? 

D.D.;  Well,  any  distributor  is  interested  in  buying  a 
film  that  they  think  people  are  interested  in  buying 
tickets  for.  That's  all  that  matters.  And  they  think  that 
\oeople  want  to  see  this  movie. 


L.H.:  "People,"  which  would  probably  mean  straight 
people,  because  there  would  have  been  lesbians, 
and  maybe  gay  men,  all  along.  But  there  maybe 
wasn't  as  much  crossover  potential  into  the  straight 
market. 

O.O.;  Well,  you  could  make  five  different  lesbian  love 
stories  and  each  one  of  them  would  be  different.  Each 
one  would  be  more  or  less  appealing  to  a  lesbian 
community,  and  more  or  less  appealing  to  the 
straight  community.  People  try  to  assess  that. 
Distributors  also  try  to  assess,  like  if  there's  a  film 
about  running,  they  try  to  assess  how  many  people  in 
this  country  are  interested  in  running  and  might  see  a 
movie  about  running. 

L.H.:  Well,  putting  aside  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  the  film's  dykeyness  is  being  toned  down  for  pro¬ 
motion,  there's  no  doubt  that  the  movie  itself  talks  a 
lot  about  homophobia.  It  seems  like  every  five 


minutes  someone  is  saying  to  Cay:  I  accept  you,  or, 

I  don't  accept  you  because  of  your  lesbianism. 

D.D.;  In  this  movie?  Well  that's  normal  for  the  '50s. 
This  movie  is  a  love  story,  and  it  takes  place  between 
these  two  women.  That's  for  sure.  But  I  really  don't 
think  there's  as  much  emphasis  on  all  those  external 
taboos  as  there  might  have  been  in  another  film.  I 
think  that's  kept  to  a  minimum. 

L.H.:  Here  again  the  emphasis  on  the  individual 
seems  almost  peculiar,  especially  with  it  being  set  in 
1959.  Cay  is  so  easy  about  her  sexuality.  There's  no 
hint  that  she  has  any  identification  with  butch  or 
femme  stereotypes.  And  the  one  other  woman  we 
assume  she's  been  sexual  with  seems  simply  tom¬ 
boyish  and  sexy,  like  Cay. 

Continued  on  Page  JO 
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D.D.:  In  this  movie?  Well  that’s 
normal  for  the  ’50s.  This  movie  is 
a  love  story,  and  it  takes  place  bet¬ 
ween  these  two  women.  That’s  for 
sure.  But  I  really  don’t  think 
there’s  as  much  emphasis  on  all 
those  external  taboos  as  there 
might  have  been  in  another  film.  I 
think  that ’s  kept  to  a  minimum. 

L.H.:  Here  again  the  emphasis  on 
the  individual  seems  almost 
peculiar,  especially  with  it  being 
set  in  1959.  Cay  is  so  easy  about 
her  sexuality.  There’s  no  hint  that 
she  has  any  identification  with 
butch  or  femme  stereotyupes. 
And  the  other  woman  we  assume 
she’s  been  sexual  with  seems  simp¬ 
ly  tomboyish  and  sexy,  like  Cay. 
D.D.:  People  have  brought  that 
up  before,  but  this  is  not  a  film 
about  a  group  of  people.  It’s  a 


film  about  one  person  who  very 
likely  could  have  existed  at  that 
time.  I  didn  ’t  want  to  make  a  film 
about  a  group  of  people.  I  just 
wanted  to  make  a  film  about  cer¬ 
tain  individuals  in  a  certain  period 
of  time. 

Vivian  is  a  very  emotionally, 
sexually  repressed  person  and 
she ’s  attracted  to  this  woman 
who’s  pretty  loose.  Cay  is  a 


woman  who’s  afraid  of  commit¬ 
ment,  and  that  manifests  itself  in 
regard  to  her  work  and  her  rela¬ 
tionships.  But  she’s  drawn  to  Vi¬ 
vian,  who  if  anything  has  made  a 
tremendous  commitment  in  her 
life  because  it ’s  so  unusual  for  a 
woman  to  be  an  English  professor 
at  a  major  university  in  the  1950s. 

They  are  two  very  separate  peo¬ 
ple  with  separate  sets  of  conflicts 


Deitch:  I  didn  Y  want  to  make  a 
film  about  a  group  of  people.  I 
just  wanted  to  make  a  film  about 
certain  individuals  in  a  certain 
period  of  time. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Join  our  active,  short-term  group  for 
clients  wanting  to  learn  more  about 
how  to  relate  to  others. 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

262-9116  774-0142 

near  Arlington  T  stop 

Cambridae 

51  Brattle  St. 

iT^  bchovior 
\Xm%  0660CI0te6 

Specializing  in  short-term, 

problem-focused  therapy 

they’re  trying  to  cope  with,  but 
they  ’re  drawn  to  those  qualities  in 
each  other  that  they’ve  been 
afraid  to  develop  in  themselves. 
L.H.:  The  Cay  character  to  me  is 
more  historically  convincing  than 
the  Vivian  character.  I  can  see  Cay 
being  the  artist,  somewhat  rural, 
having  a  very  permissive  family 
situation,  and  a  social  situation 
that  she  can  be  remarkably  out  in 
—  plus  being  25. 

But  with  the  Vivian  character, 
it’s  hard  to  believe  that  when  she 
is  inviting  Cay  to  leave  Reno  with 
her  —  or  as  she  says,  to  come  live 
near  her,  which  is  a  lovely  line  — 
why  isn’t  she  saying  to  herself, 
“Oh,  my  god,  what  are  my  friends 
going  to  say  when  this  woman 
comes  back  with  me?’’  Why 
doesn’t  she  say  that? 

D.D.:  That’s  not  what’s  on  her 
mind.  She’s  in  a  moment  of 
departure  and  what  she  wants  is  to 
stay  with  this  woman.  That’s  all 
she  can  think  about. 


Audra  Lindley  plays  Frances  Parker  in  Desert  Hearts, 


L.H.:  Still,  I  can’t  help  thinking 
that  in  every  departure  there’s 
some  anxiety  about  where  you’re 
going... 

D.D.:  Of  course  there’s  some  anx¬ 
iety,  but  in  this  scene  there’s  not 
that  commitment  in  terms  of  what 
they  ’re  going  to  do  if  they  ever  get 
to  the  other  end  of  the  line. 
There’s  a  desire  to  spend  more 
time  together,  there ’s  a  desire  not 
to  part. 

L.H.:  And  that’s  lovely.  It’s 
something  lesbians  have  never 
seen  so  clearly  on  screen. 


So  what  would  you  do  now 
if  1  said  “Here’s  two  million 
dollars.  Go  make  a  movie  to 
please  your  heart.’’ 

D.D.:  What  would  I  do?  I’d  pro¬ 
bably  ask  you  for  more  money. 
(Laughter)  I’m  not  sure.  I  might 
make  this  musical  comedy  I’ve 
been  thinking  about.  But  I’m  not 
ready  to  talk  about  that  yet. 

L.H.:  Anything  else  you  want  to 
say  to  GCN’s  readers? 

D.D.:  Go  see  Desert  Hearts.  And 
take  your  friends. 
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Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  ^y,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  bxatcd  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Counseling  Services 

Group  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 

GENERAL  ISSUES  GROUP  FOR  WOMEN 

This  daytime  therapy  support  group  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  lesbians  to  meet  together  and 
discuss  our  lives,  learning  new  ways  to  grow 
and  handle  different  situations.  For  more 
information  on  this  group,  please  call  CHRIS 
THURSTON,  M.A.  AT  GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 

542-5188 

•  Weekdays  1 0AM-9PM  .  No  one  denied  services  for 

•  Confidential  Services  inability  to  pay 

•  Convenient  Downtown  Location  •  GLCS  is,a  non-profit  corporation 

•  Sliding  Scale/Insurance  •  All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSI 

Accepted _ 
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Your  Relationship  Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating . . . 
when  sex  is  unsatisfying . . .  when  you  no  longer 
talk  or  have  fun  together . . .  when  the  fights  keep 
getting  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

266-2069 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  0221.5 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


'90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  F.AIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
6I7-3.S3I.S00 


healthy  teeth...they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Grolpen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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BINDERY  SERVICES 
QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 
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OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
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BOSTON,  M/^S.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 
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Lawyers  Honor  George  Grady 


Over  100  gay  and  lesbian  lawyers,  law  students  and  their  friends  attended  the  first  annual 
dinner  dance  of  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar  Association  (MLGBA)  held  in 
Brookline,  Mass,  on  April  4. 

Pictured  above  from  left  to  right  are  George  Grady,  M.D.,  assistant  commissioner  of 
Public  Health,  Katherine  Triantafiliou,  MLGBA  co-chair,  Vincent  McCarthy,  keynote  speaker 
for  the  event  and  Richard  Burns,  MLGBA  co-chair.  Grady  was  honored  by  the  Association  for 
his  persistently  calm  voice  against  AIDS  hysteria. 

The  Bar  Association  was  formed  in  1985  to  organize  within  the  gay /lesbian  community,  to 
educate  the  larger  legal  community,  and  to  lobby  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  regard¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Tbe  MLGBA  sees  tbe  appointment  of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  judges  as  one  of  its  most 
pressing  challenges.  According  to  Richard  Burns,  “a  number  of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  people 
have  applied  for  appointment  to  the  judiciary,”  since  the  MLGBA  began  its  lobbying  efforts. 

— Loie  Hayes 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 
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;  <  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
.r/Xv. '4 -617-266^^240 
^  '^T:  liE^THTINSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

^  ^  ^  ;x.:.  •  vx' 


Come  to  GCN 
for  your  typesetting  needs 

•  brochures  •  booklets 

•  newsletters  •  flyers 

•  newspapers 

Reasonable  prices,  friendly  &  efficient  service 
426-4469 


STANHOPE 
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Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 


Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica*  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
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Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
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MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 
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Private  Home  Care  Workers  Needed 

FOCUS  ON  AIDS  PATIENTS 


We  are  a  new  service  formed  to  meet  the  needs  of  AIDS 
patients  and  other  home  care  cases.  We  need  licensed 
and  registered  nurses,  nursing  assistants,  and  AIDS  care 
attendants  for  our  employee-owned  business. 


qualifications: 

benefits: 


licensed  personnel  must  be  licensed 
in  Massachusetts 

common  sense  and  an  open  heart 
credit  union 
double  pay  for  holidays 
work  independently  and 
own  a  share  of  the  business 


write  or  phone: 


The  Service  Center 
Independent  Nurses  of  Boston 
120  Tremont  St.  Suite  321 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-4194  (M-F) 


both  men  and  women  needed 
disabled  encouraged  to  apply 


free  training  provided 
best  pay  in  town 


gay  and  lesbian -run  service 
investors  invited 


AIDS  PATIENTS  NEEDING  CARE  PLEASE  CALL  542-4194 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insuraneo  for  all  your  noods 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 
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Mexico  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee 
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If  you're  an  independent  thinker, 
date  the  modern  way  through 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 


a  total  introduction  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men 


call  731-8934 

discreet  •  sincere  •  confidential 


NORTHEAST  EDtTtON  $3  50:  Connecticut 
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SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lof  men 
$20.  the  rest  dime  world  does  not  include  USA  a 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 


Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720,  All  books  discreetly 
by  tirsl  class  mail  your  name  kepi  strictly  conliden 
tial  lo  lisl  a  business  or  organi/alion.  or  lor  further 
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business  si/e  envelope  Please  contact  us  to 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glac 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'i 
2A6  416-961-4161  (chock  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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YOU:  Single,  Selective,  and  Want  ^ 
New  Friends  or  a  Relationship?  ^ 


S  CALL  CONNECTIONS  *  NOW  S 


S  *New  England's  Leading  Ga\j -Owned  &  Operated 
^  Introduction  Agenci^  for  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
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A  New  Generation  of  Student  Activists 

Continued from  page  7 


safe  sex,  gay/lesbian  studies, 
substance  abuse,  youth  groups 
and  more.  Films  included  Born  in 
Flames,  Celine  and  Julie  Go 
Boating,  Fireworks,  The  Times  of 
Harvey  Milk,  Maedchen  in 
Uniform,  Taxi  Zum  Klo  and 
Rope. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  week¬ 
end,  the  delegates  paraded  en 
masse  among  Brown’s  dormitor¬ 
ies  and  fraternities.  Brown 
students  looked  on  with  reactions 
ranging  from  furtive  thumbs-ups, 
to  puzzlement,  to  frustrated 
disgust.  The  delegates  then 
gathered  on  Brown’s  main  yard. 
They  lit  candles  and  formed  a 
large  circle  of  light.  They  paused 
for  a  moment  of  silence  to 
remember  those  who  have  died 
from  AIDS. 

After  the  candles  had  been 
blown  out,  three  delegates  from 
Bronx  Community  College  started 
to  sing.  Their  friends  urged  them 
to  the  microphone.  They  sang 
“Amazing  Grace’’  as  the  other 
students  in  the  circle  held  hands, 
swayed  and  sang  along.  The  con¬ 
ference  theme  —  Unity  ’86  —  was 
borne  out  in  a  way  that  no 
organizer  could  have  planned. 

Ironically,  the  sparse  straight 


media  reaction  was  as  narrow¬ 
mindedly  negative  as  ever.  A 
Providence  television  station, 
following  the  hackneyed  hetero¬ 


sexist  equation  of  gay  with  AIDS 
focused  on  nothing  but  the 
conference’s  AIDS  workshops. 
The  Harvard  Crimson,  in  its  ever- 
pretentious  pedantry,  ran  an  arti¬ 
cle  prior  to  the  conference  basical¬ 
ly  outlining  the  grievances  of  some 
Brown  students,  miffed  because 
gay  men  and  lesbians  were  to  be  in¬ 
vading  their  serene  campus.  Those 
the  Crimson  interviewed  were  (ac¬ 
cording  to  inside  sources)  primari¬ 
ly  first-year  students  ’phobing 
about  gay  people  staying  in  the 
dorms  over  the  weekend.  The 
Crimson  decided,  in  its  infinite  in¬ 
eptitude,  this  would  make  a  fine 
piece  of  investigative  journalism. 

The  New  York  Times,  being 
perhaps  staffed  by  only  Ivy 
Leaguers,  decided  to  interview 
only  Ivy  Leaguers  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  usually  articulate 
Times  couldn’t  seem  to  get  beyond 
questions  such  as,  “How  has  the 
AIDS  crisis  hurt  your  move¬ 
ment?’’  or  baited  queries  designed 
to  provoke  student  criticism  of 
.school  administrations.  (Accord¬ 
ing  to  one  interviewee,  they  were 
practically  salivating  for  her  to  ut¬ 
ter  a  complaint.)  It  seems  the 
Times  is  truly  for  those  of 
“discriminating  tastes.’’ 


In  this  age,  any  event  is  a  poten¬ 
tial  media  event.  Perhaps  no  one 
knows  this  better  than  the  college- 
age,  vid-kid  generation.  But  if  the 


media  are  wondering,  “Where  are 
the  student  activists?’’  many  stu¬ 
dent  activists  are  wondering, 
“Where  are  the  media?”  Evident¬ 
ly,  a  problem  of  communication 
exists. 

“It’s  only  when  bricks  are 
thrown,  or  violence  happens,”  — 
or  space  shuttles  crash,  or  people 
die,  apparently  from  gay  sex  — 
“that  the  media  seem  interested,” 
Hayes  of  BILGA  observes  “Part 
of  the  reason  student  activism 
doesn’t  seem  real  is  because  it’s 
not  reported.”  But,  regardless  of 
media  attention  or  indifference, 


student  activists  continue  with  the 
mundanities  of  political  business. 
And  it  seems  to  be  working. 

BILGA  is  nearing  its  fifth  birth¬ 
day.  BILGA  now  supports  a 
phone  line,  prints  a  monthly  news¬ 
letter,  and  has  helped  this  year  to 
form  new  gay  and  lesbian  student 
organizations  at  Emerson  College, 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art,  and 
Middlesex  Community  College. 
This  year  also  saw  the  creation  of 
the  North  East  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Student  Union.  NELGSU  drew  up 
a  constitution,  co-sponsored  the 
NELGSA  Conference,  and  is 


presently  working  to  gain  incor¬ 
poration.  The  longest  active 
Boston-area  gay  and  lesbian  stu¬ 
dent  organization  is  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
(BULGA)  which  has  been  working 
for  15  years. 

Meanwhile,  the  definition  of 
“gay  student  activist”  seems  to  be 
expanding  to  include  high  school 
students,  graduate  students,  and 
alumni/ae.  Boston  Alliance  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY) 
has  been  going  strong  for  six  years. 
BAGLY  serves,  and  is  largely  run 
by,  an  under-21 -year-old  consti¬ 


tuency.  With  the  experience  they 
get  from  BAGLY,  these  young  gay 
men  and  lesbians  are  already  ex¬ 
perienced  student  activists  before 
they  even  reach  college  age.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  as  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  graduate  from  already 
strongly  established  student 
organizations,  they  form  more- 
graduate  school  and  alumni/ae 
organizations. 

The  increasing  expectation  and 
availability  of  college  education 
for  more  people  makes  possible 
new  kinds  of  student  activism.  The 
democratization  of  education  is 


changing  the  face  of  the  tradi¬ 
tionally  white,  middle-class  stu¬ 
dent  activist.  Just  coming  into 
view  are  gay/lesbian  Black  and 
third  world  student  organizations, 
prep  school  alumni/ae  networks, 
and  exclusively  bisexual  groups, 
among  others.  Meanwhile,  already 
existent  gay  and  lesbian  student 
organizations  try  to  appeal  to  a 
more  diverse  community.  The  idea 
is  to  work  “towards  more  alliance 
building,”  says  Mirka  Negroni  of 
Harvard’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Stu¬ 
dent  Alliance. 

Apparently,  these  student 


organizations  have  the  structural 
resiliency  to  allow  this  kind  of 
growth.  They  also  seem  to  have  the 
grassroots  connections  to  be  able 
to  put  on  a  mass  demonstration  — 
every  once  in  a  while.  According  to 
A1  Glass  of  BILGA,  “We’ve  made 
administrations  aware  that  we  ex¬ 
ist  and  now  we’re  getting  them  to 
sit  up  and  take  notice.”  Hayes 
adds,  “No  longer  are  we  just  say¬ 
ing  that  we  want  things  to  change 
—  we’re  actually  changing  them.” 


The  definition  of  ‘‘gay  student 
activist"'  seems  to  he  expanding 
to  include  high  school  students, 
graduate  students  and  alumni/ae. 


Certainly  the  "80s  have  not  yet  produced  the  type 
of  mass  student  demonstrations  that  sparked  public 
interest  in  the  "60s.  But  this  does  not  necessarily 
indicate  that  this  generation  "s  students  are  the 
self-obsessed  and  materialistic,  pre-fab, 
pre-professional  cut-outs  they  are 
often  made  out  to  be. 


VA  CA  TION  ELA  TION 

—  Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far - 


'  V 


ppo^naiown 

May  2,  3,  4 

On  this  unique  three-day  weekend  you’ll  enjoy; 
★  piano  bar  ★  softball  tourney 


■k  piano  bar 
■k  brunches 

★  whale  watch, 

★  dance  with  f 


★  splash  party 

★  cabaret 


Wicurour 


Reserve  early,  contact  your  favorite  women's 
guest  house  or  for  further  information, 
call  487-3232/487-2283 


Tell  ’em  ^ 
you  saw  it 

r  in  GCM 


Gremme 
Fam 


RFD  Box  2260.  Eos!  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation,  — 
we  have  it  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMEN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  •ROUND 


160  Bradford  Street  •  Prorincetouv.  .MA  02657-  6174872283 
•l/.v.  Mike  Wright.  Innkeeper 


(  HAWAII  I 

C  28-Night  Supersale  ( 

I  Complete  Vacation  I 

I  $958  ! 

\  Restrictions  Apply  \ 

h  .JJA,  Travel  Syyice^  7^-4340  J 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children’s  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 
Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  for  Women  '86 
Creative  wnting  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 

Song  and  Dance)  / 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
addition)  '/*■- 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 

Wriu:  Blueberry  Cove 
HCR35  Box  520 
TenanU  Haibor,  ME  04860-9705 


Vacation  Advertisers: 


Your  ad  could  appear  in  this  new,  ongoing  section  of  GCN 
for  only  «  $20.  »  Call  Laurie  at  (617)  426-4469. 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  lor  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

Looking  for  very  special,  sensitive,  and 
romantic  woman  with  a  lust  for  life. 
self,  love  and  song. .  Box  63. _ 

BLACK  TALL  LIGHTNING 
LF  36,  Pisces,  would  like  to  meet  a 
special  womin  with  Holistic  inter  arts 
affection.  Sweet  hugs,  poss  long  term 
relationship.Box  62. _ (^) 

L  42  in  Rl,  intelligent,  sense  of  humor, 
zest  4  life,  warm,  caring,  seeks  same  4 
spring  fun.  Possibly  summer,  fall, 
winter,  too.  Age  no  issue.  Write  be  4 
buds  blossom.  A.283  Mass.  Ave.  Prov. 
Rl  02905. _ (39) 

AMAZONS 

GWF  27,  attr,  tall,  dependable,  semi¬ 
broad,  amazonal,  honest,  shy,  stable, 
quiet  lifestyle  &  dignity  seeks  same. 
Serious  replys,  pis.  Boston  area.  Box  61(42) 

OOH  MARCOS  I  LOVE  IT  WHEN 
YOU  ADDRESS  ME  THAT  WAY! 
Alpha  Dyka  Beta  misses  you  like  a  big 
dog.  By  the  way-who  is  this  "HERMA  F" 
and  how  can  I  ger  her  number?  I  bet  she 
real  ly  gets  arou  nd !  -  M  G  H .  (39) 

NO  STAGE,  SOUND  OR  TOILETS? 
Not  unless  the  money  is  raised  to  pay 
for  these  services  and/or  facilities. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  '86.  For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee, PO  Box  8916-02114,  Boston, 
MA,  021 14  or  391-3411. _ (^) 

HEY,  31  &48 

The  card  was  really  nice.  It  made  the 
next  several  days  for  me.  Thanks  for 
caring!  The  Classie  Amazon. _ (39) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

I  love  how  your  eyes  close,  whenever 
you  kiss  me.  I  love  you  think  of  me, 
whenever  you  miss  me.  I  love  the  way 
your  heat  is  always  so  tenderly.  And 
darling,  most  of  all  I  love  how  you  love 
me.  C. _ (39) 

FORWARD  TOGETHER 
Are  you  planning  to  sell,  display,  give 
away  or  show  your  crafts,  literature, 
organization  or  talent  at  this  year's 
Pride  Day?  Call  now  to  discuss  your 
plans  with  the  Pride  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee.  Product  info:437-7399  or  Food/ 
beverage  and  all  other  info:  391-3411. 

_ _ (^) 

ACTING  CLASS  FOR  LESBIANS 
Taught  by  Mary  Kingsbury,  playwrite 
and  director.  Tuesday  nights  starting 
April  15.  Central  Square,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139.  Call  876-8819  for  more  infor- 
mation. _ (^) 

riU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  profes¬ 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _  (39) 

FUNNY  DYKE 

Although  I  am  seemingly  conservative, 
my  rebellious,  sensual,  and  devilish 
side  craves  your  curious  attentions.  I 
am  a  Scorpio  -t-  looking  for  the  same  to 
explore  some  secret  fun.  GCN  Box  56. 
_ (£0) 

GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 
Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visit  or  volunteer.  (35) 

WANTED:  RIDE  TO  NWMF 

Bloomington,  Ind.  5/29-31.  Will  pay  gas, 
costs,  etc.  Call  Jan,  284-5625,  after 
6pm. _ (39) 

From  Lynne  who  lives  there  and  from 
Deb  who  wishes  she  did,  to  Robert  and 
Michael  in  Seattle:  Happy 

Anniversary! ! _ (39) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T"  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  It  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 

front  door. _ Jc) 

PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Yale  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alumni,  Brown  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Aiumni,  pleeise  call  Catherine,  426-4469. 

(351 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(cincuf/cinshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 


DICTIONARY,  anyona? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner's  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 


Do  you  regard  life  as  a  challenge  in¬ 
stead  of  as  an  endurance  test?  L30 
prof,  sane  &  secure,  seeks  similarly 
situated  tolerant  woman  to  share  light 
hearted  fun  and  philosophical  ex¬ 
change.  It  is  time  to  shed  winter's  en¬ 
nui!  Reply  to  PO  Box  4052  East 
Dedham.  MA  02026. _ (39) 

Prof  GW.  seeks  warm,  happy,  bright,  at¬ 
tractive  person  to  share  long  walks, 
escape  wknds.  hopes  &  dreams.  & 
possible  relationship.Box  53. _ (39) 

CALIFORNIA 

Lesbian  law  student  relocating  to  Calif. 
Seeks  infor  re:  Gay  community  (inci 
publications),  ecnployment  oppor¬ 
tunities.  living  conditions,  etc.  Also 
desire  to  make  contacts.  Especially  in¬ 
terested  in  Bay  Area.  L  A.  &  San  Diego. 
All  info  welcome  &  appreciated.  Box  52. 
_ (39) 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE 
A  new  lesbian  full-length  video  by 
Cecilia  Denning.  Kick  oft  Pride  week  by 
taking  your  Lesbian  friends  to  see  SO 
PRECIOUS  A  PLACE,  Saturday  June  7, 
1986  at  7  Temple  Street.  Cambridge. 
Two  shows,  at  8  &  9:30PM.  Tickets  are 
$4-6,  sliding  scale.  Work  exchanges 
welcome!  Call  391-3411  for  more  infor- 
mation. _  (45) 

LF  43  looking  for  same  serious  relation¬ 
ship.  Thoughtful,  affectionate, 
nurselike,  romantic  eve,  music  art  and 
much  more.  Call  Julie  773-2620.  (40) 

Attractive,  career  oriented  LF  30  with 
sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life,  seeks 
intelligent,  warm,  mature  but  fun-loving 
•LF  for  sharing  all  that  life  has  to  offer. 
Box  57. _ (40) 

LESBIAN  FRIENDS 

Lesbian  editor  seeks  material  for  book 
exploring  friendships  between  lesbains 
who  are  not  lovers.  Send  life  stories, 
drawings/graphics,  photos,  etc.,  to 
Caroljean  Pint,  1050  Title  Insurance 
Building,  400  Second  Avenue  South, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55401. _ (39) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS: 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

If  you  are  enrolled  in  or  teaching  a 
course  dealing  with  gay  issues  or  a 
course  relating  to  prejudice,  sexuality 
or  lifestyles,  please  send  us  your 
syllabi  for  use  in  a  sourcebook  on  gay 
and  lesbian  studies.  Send  to:  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Speakers  bureau,  Box  2232, 
Boston  MA  02107. _ (^) 

ELLEN  BASS  WORKSHOPS 
Weekend  for  women  survivors  of  child 
sexual  abuse,  4/10  &  11.  Day  for  com¬ 
mitted  women  partners/friends  of  sur- 
vivors  4/21.  Info:  522-6813. _ (^) 

ATTN;  TUFTS  ALUMS 

Come  to  the  2nd  Tufts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alumni  renunion  on  June  27-29  in  NYC. 
Friday  night  party,  Saturday  dinner  and 
Sunday  Pride  March.  All  alums 
welcome.  For  more  info,  call  (718) 
458-7841. _ (45) 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
st'll  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  SI:  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  236G,  SF.  CA 
94119. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN;  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year.  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  'off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN. 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW.  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

SERVICES _ 

CLEAN  UP! 

Weekly  housecleaning.  Experienced, 
reliable,  thorough,  reasonable  & 
available.  References.  Call  Brian  today. 
(617)899-0476. _ (39) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings,  M-F,  also  Sat.  &  Sun. 

Call  for  appointment 
Watertown,  926-5209 

(V13.50) 

Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 

_ (43) 


CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. _ (39) 

WE  GOT  OUR  STAGE. 

WE  GOT  OUR  SOUND 

But  we  still  need  you  to  help  provide  for 
other  goods.  Please  help  raise  money 
to  pay  for  the  interpreter 
services, toilets  and  other  vital  needs. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  '86.  For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee.PO  Box  8916-02114,  Boston, 
MA,  021 14  or  391-3411. _ [40) 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity.  relationships  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

CONCORD  MEN'S  GROUP 

A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri  7:30  pm.  For 
more  info.  Call  Gay  info-line  of  NH  (603) 
753-9533. _ (V14.??) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 
787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


WIGS 

"ANNE'S  WIG  SHOPPE" 

1371  Mass  Ave,  Arlington,  MA. 
SALES  '  SERVICE  ‘  PRIVACY 
Reasonable  Prices-Large  Selection 
Free  styling  Lie  Hairdresser 
_ (40) 


MOVERS 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move,  Home  -1-  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037ot  322-7373  Pat 
_ (48) 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPUk  25522 
No  )ob  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel.  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_  (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ _ (1) 

HELP  WANTED _ 

PROMOTIONS/CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING  COORDINATOR 

Available  in  May.  Use  direct  mail, 
marketing,  exchange  ads,  renewal  cam¬ 
paigns  and  other  strageties  to  increase 
subscription/newsstand  sales-  Also, 
process  and  layout  weekly  classified 
ads.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative.  creative  and  organiza¬ 
tional  skills.  Previous  promotions  ex¬ 
perience  helpful. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  an  tiraci  st/an  ti-c  I  assist 
politics,  and  the  collective  decision 
making  process.  Salary/benefits:  All 
positions  pay  $160/wk-t-  fully  paid 
health/life  insurance,  sick  leave,  and 
four  weeks’  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their 
own  jobs  with  some  flexibility  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume/cover  let¬ 
ter  ASAP  to;  Search  Committee,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

LESBIAN  SOCCER  COACH 

Cambridge  team  looking  tor  coach  with 
experience  coaching  or  playing  on 
competitive/college  level  team.  One 
practise  and  weekly  games  in  a  Boston 
area  league.  Call  628-9709.  (39) 

SECRETARY/ADMIN  ASSISTANT 

Women  attorneys  seek  sec  w/gd  typing 
&  admin  skills.  Prefer  self-motivated  in- 
dp  w/word  proc  exp  &  knowl  of 
women's  issues.  Resumes  to  S. 
Ehrlich,  620  Mass  Ave,  Camb.  MA 
02139. _ (^) 


HELP  WANTED 

TYPESETTER/STAFF  WRITER 

Available  Immediately.  Typeset  articles 
&  other  copy  on  Compugraphic  7500, 
and  write  features/news  stories.  Ex¬ 
cellent  typing  skills  &  good  knowledge 
of  spelling,  grammar  &  punctuation 
necessary.  Typesetting  and/or  word 
processing  experience  helpful.  (Some 
training  is  available.  $160/wk  -t-  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Call  Gordon  or  Laurie 
for  more  info,  or  send  resume  &  cover 
letter  to  Search  Committee.  GCN,  167 
Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111.  Gay 
men/Lesbians  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ JC) 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Available  April/May.  Coordinate 
paper's  administrative/financial  affairs 
&  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  w/board  of 
directors.  Strong  administrative, 
organizational  &  interpersonal  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 
$160/wk  -)-  excellent  benefits.  Call  Gor¬ 
don  for  more  info,  or  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to  Search  Committee.  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

HOUSEKEEPER/MAINTENANCE 

POSITION 

For  women's  guesthouse  in  Pro- 
vincetown.  Housing  provided.  Call 
Gabriel's,  (617)  487-3232. _ (39) 

TEACH  IN  NICARAGUA 

Nicaraguan  Univ  needs  teachers  to 
teach  math,  Econ,  Nat.  Sciences,  etc., 
in  Spanish.  6  month  committment, 
beginning  in  Aug.  '86  or  March  '87.  For 
more  info  and  application,  contact: 
Science  for  the  People,  Nica  Cmte,  897 
Main  St.  Camb.  MA  02139.  Tel;  (617) 
547-0370. _  (39) 

JUSTICE  PROGRAM  STAFF 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  program  associate  for  criminal 
justice  program  working  on  projects  to 
change  justice  system,  includes 
organizing  clergy  response  to  prison 
conditions  and  legislative/policy  ef¬ 
forts.  Requires  knowledge  of  justice 
system,  strong  organizing  skills,  good 
oral  and  written  communication  skills. 
Send  resume  to:  Personnel  Coor¬ 
dinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Camb, 
MA  02140  by  April  14,  1986.  AFSC  is  an 
affirimative  action/equal  opportunity 
employer  and  encourages  application 
from  people  of  color,  women  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  gay,  lesbian,  handicapped 
or  ex-prisoners. _ (39) 

POSITION  WANTED 

BLK  LESBIAN  SEEKS  JOB 
IN  BOS  OR  PROV.  Rl  AREA 

I  am  looking  for  work  in  admin  or  public 
education.  Have  7  yrs  teaching  ex¬ 
perience.  I  am  good  with  people  and 
paperwork.  Any  leads  or  ideas  write 
Box  60. _ (^) 


•DEADLINE;  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET _ APT - 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  lor  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

■  Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

*  1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

1  or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

g  Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

2  or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

1 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)ClassifiedS'.  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  ^  =  _ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10%  = _ 

tor  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31 -F  consec.  wks.  20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ x1.(X)  = 

TOTAL  =  ___  I 
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TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’S  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


RESORTS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Brookline:  LF  cpI  (both  31).  2  cats,  (12  & 
2)  sk  rmt  for  Ig,  beaut,  3Br  apt.  Rent 
$283.  Call  Zoe  or  Andrea.  277-2673.  (39) 

Like  living  alone  but  can’t  quite  afford 
it?  Skg  L28+  for  2bdrm  apt.  Share  dur¬ 
ing  summer  ($250 -i-).  yours  all  week  in 
academic  year  ($380-1-).  No  smkg, 
drugs,  booze.  Call  Nancy.  926-3474.  (38) 

LF  31,  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apartment,  JP  near  Arboretum.  No 
smoke,  semi-veg.  $240/mo-i-  utilities. 
Avail  April  1st.  Ann  522-3366. _ (M) 

Waltham;  cozy -i- private,  2  basement 
rms.  Share  bath/kitchen,  dw/wd.  Handy 
to  128.  Safe  area  (pref  GF)  $325/mo  IncI 
utils.  Call  Sue  893-0719. _ (39) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
2  Bedrooms  available  either  for  a  nice 
Dyke  couple  or  single  women  in  strik¬ 
ingly  elegent  1700's  estate-type  home. 
8  rooms,  3  baths,  w/d,  fireplace  in  every 
room,  wood  stove,  garden  and  yard 
space,  off  street  parking.  $300/mo  per 
person.  Cats  and  small  dog  ok.  Ab¬ 
solutely  no  drugs  of  any  kind.  Cigarette 
smoke  ok.  Call  396-2637  between  5  and 
10pm. _ (39) 

2  L's  &  8  yo  girl  have  house  to  share  w/2 
other  L.  One  pet  ok.  Beautiful,  wooded 
area,  big  roomy  house,  wood  stove, 
semi-pvt  bath.  $350  including  heat  and 
electricity.  Food,  phone  seperate,  no 
heavy  party'ers.  Access  to  Rt.  20,  128  & 
Mass  Pike.  Call  1-443-0417  after  7:30 
pm.  _ (38) 

2  LF's  seek  3rd  to  join  our  cozy  Somer¬ 
ville  home.  Nr  Davis  Sq.  B  yard 
w/garden.  Semicoop,  semiveg.  No  pets 
orcigs.  Rent  $200 -i-  utils.  625-7435.  (38) 

JP  APARTMENT 

LF,  seeks  easy-going-person  to  share 
large  apt.  own  room  &  study,  large  yard, 
w/d.  Have  dogs  -i-  cat  so  no  more  pets. 
Off  sfreet  parking,  near  T.  $350  per 
month  plus  utilities.  Phone  522-1576, 
leave  message. _ (38) 

LF,  32.  prof,  resp,  considerate,  seeks 
roommate  for  duplex,  w/porch  &  yard. 
Watertown,  near  T  $362 -i-  utilities. 
924-5967. _ (38) 

LF  and  M  seek  someone  (pref  LF) 
respbl,  prof,  mature,  fun  &  relaxed  to 
share  beautiful  pondside  JP  house.  No 
smokers,  no  more  pets.  $228  -i-  util. 
Avail  4/14  or  sooner.  Call  522-5461 .  (35) 

your'  new  home 

Come  join  3  LF’s  seeking  1  more  to 
share  beautiful  JP  apt.  Progressive 
politics,  spirit,  humor,  food,  washer 
dryer.  Near  pond,  Aboretum,  Orange 
and  Green  lirtes.  No  smoking  or  pets. 
$168-1-  Avail  May  1.  Call  524-6209,  day 
and  night.  (37) 

JP  LF  seeks  LF  28  +  to  share  apt  w  cat, 
back  yard  -i-  porch,  big  kitchen,  no 
smoke,  mostly  veggie,  share  some 
meals,  open  to  comunication.  Sorry  no 
other  pets.  $237.50 -i- util.  Linda 
522-3868. _ (36) 

Sublet  own  br  in  JP.  Sunny  Ig  in  huge 
3F  Victorian  house  wd  garden.  $190-1-. 
Share  wilh  other  5  LF  veggi.  great  opp 
May-Sept.  524-0421 . 8-9  am  or  pm  Tally.(39) 
AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY! 

L  seeks  same  for  spacious  2  bdrm  in 
Davis  Sq.  Smoke  ok.  Chem  free  house. 
Available  now-keep  trying.  $250-1- 
628-6354.  Jayne. _ (40) 

LF  seeks  responsible  roommates  for  6 
rm  apt  in  Lowell  area.  22  -i- .  Reasonable 
rent,  call  459-4341  after  9  pm  before  12 
pm  ok.  Leave  a  message. _ (39) 

GM  looking  for  a  G  or  L  to  share  a 
2bdrm  apt  in  Dorc.  near  Savin  Hill  T. 
$250  a  mo.  Plus  Vj  util.  Call  Ed  at 
265-2744.  PLease  leave  a  message.  (39) 

2  L’s  seek  3rd  for  JP  pondside  apt.  Avail 
May  1.  Friendly,  indep.  No  smokers  or 
drugs  please.  Call  524-7184  (machine). 
$200  -1- .  Summer  only  ok. _ (39) 

ROOMATB  SUM  SUB 
Spend  the  summer  in  sunny  Central  Sq. 

1  Lesbo,  1  Hetro  M.  sk  roommate,  & 
subletter,  both  $225  inci  heat,  for  4 
bdrm  apt.  547-8647. _ (39) 

GM  &  GF  nd  m/f  4  3bed  rntcon  Brookin 
apt.  Firep),  ac.  dishw,  sunny-yes  it’s 
true!  U  r  resp  yet  funlov,  late  20’s-i- 
nsmk.  $320-1-  Lw  util.  277-4084  Till  11 
(39) _ 

30  -r  L  looking  to  share  spacious  6  rm 
apt  in  JP  with  same.  Fully  furnished 
except  bdrm.  Must  be  neat, 
nonsmoking.  No  cats  Must  be  able  to 
live  with  dog.  Temporary  rmate  ok.  Call 
524-7774  Avail  June. _ (39) 


DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF  wanted  to  share  friendly,  supportive 
home  in  3  br  duples  with  Asian  & 
Jewish  LF’s.  If  you  are  clean,  financial¬ 
ly  stable,  petless,  smokeless  &  and 
have  a  sense  of  humor,  we  want  to  talk 
to  you.  $220-1-.  776-8405  till  11  pm. 
Available  May  1.  Summer  sublet  possi- 
bje _ (40) 

APARTMENTS _ 

3  SUNNY  APTS.  IN  3  DECK. 

NR  ASHMONT  STA.  RENOVATED 

1  studio,  2  one  bd,  carpeted  new  ap¬ 
pliances  inci.  d/w,  w/d,  driveway.  Sorry 
no  cats  or  dogs.  Also  no  util.  1st  and 
last  month  plus  sec,  dep.  of  1  mn  rent 
$550.00  Studio  $500.00.  Roomy  and 
beautiful  quiet  and  clean  and  expect 
that  from  tenant.  566-4193  couples  ac- 

ceptable  1  yr  lease. _  (40) 

NORTH  TRURO 

4  bedroom  house  wilh  2'/i  acres  near 
beaches,  walk  to  Bay.  Fully  furnished, 
v'ash''r/dryer.  Available  July  1-August 
1  $2  '0.  Call  661-2064.  Leave  message. 
_ (3?) 

Upper/cape.  2  bedroom  apt.  Pondview. 
Other  lesbian  tenants.  $575  month  in¬ 
cludes.  Yearly  lease.  Call  owner  (617) 
477-9805 . _  (39) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

Boston  west  Fenway,  2  br  6/1.  $965 
unheated,  restored  apt  in  historic 
home,  ample  rooms,  fabulous  detain, 
new  k  &  b.  No  fee,  no  pets. 


All  City  Management 
738-4980 


(39) 


DORCHESTER 

2  bedroom  apt  avail  5/15,  3rd  floor  of 

Lesbian  owned  &  occupied  bldg.  Fields 
Corner  area.  $550  -i-  utils.  Call 

825-7279. _ (39) 

MARTHA'S  VINEYARD 

3  Bdrm  w/fpl,  w-i-d,  dk,  panoramic  ocn 
view,  nr  bchs,  avail  June,  July,  Sept,  mo 
or  wk,  Iv  mes  617-522-4457.  No  pets.  (42) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

2  TERRIFIC  DYKES 
Both  personally  and  as  tenants,  and 
our  housebound  dyke  cat,  need  new 
home.  2  bdrm/5  rms,  about  $550  htd. 
Prefer  w/d  hookups,  lots  of  wood 
(floors,  doorframes,  etc)  maybe  a  porch 
and/or  yard,  off  street  pkg.  We  want  it 
all  (or  as  much  as  we  can  get)  and  will 
take  good  care  of  it.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469  (GCN)  or  either  Sara  or 
Catherine  at  391-3411. _ (C) 

GM  seeks  housing  for  June  1.  Looking 
for  semi-collective  situation  in  JP.  Am 
open  to  other  sits,  in  other  areas.  Can 
pay  up  to  $225/mo.  Call  Marcos  at 

426-4469  (days). _ (40) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Summer  accomodations  wanted  by  LF 
39,  for  money  or  exchange  for  macro¬ 
cooking,  shaitsu  massage,  compresses 
for  relatively  healthy  person.  Call 

524-0421. 8-9  am  or  pm.  Tally. _ (^) 

CO-INVESTMENT 

LF  prof,  seeks  coinvestor(s)  to  buy  a 
condo  or  2/3  fam  house.  Call  628-9379. 
— _ J42) 


FOR  SALE 


Peavey  T-40  Bass  Guitar  w/case,  $200, 
and  Kustom  30w  practice  amp.  Call 
Helen  547-8647. _  (40) 


GCN 

Subscriptions 
keep  us 
healthy 
& 

save  you 

$20  off 

the 

newsstand 

price 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Enjoy  fabulous  SPRING  skiing  af  the  I 
only  all-woman  resort  in  Northern  New 
England.  Lots  of  snow  for  all  winter 
sports.  Baby  goals  &  maple  sugaring 
too.  Cozy  rooms,  mid-week  discounts. 

Call  802-533-7772. _ (^)  | 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
■'Tropicall  perfect  Perfectly  tropical 
(The  Weekly  News.  Miami).  Free 
brochure-Spindrift.  1212  Simonton.  Key  | 
West,  FI  3304.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (Wi 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe.  soak  m  our  hot 
tub.  en|oy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We've  got  it  ali-mcluding  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundred.s  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Higtiiands 
Inn,  Box  118  G.  Bethlehem.  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  R  JudI  inn¬ 
keepers.  _  (34) 

CHECK  ER  OUT  AT  THE  CHECKER 
INN 

Bouble  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg. 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay.  open 
year  round.  487-9029.  25  Winthrop  St. 

P' town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing.  lesbian  owned,  N.Y  brownstone- 
only  one  subway  stop  from  Manhattan. 
Be  pampered  by  having  breakfast  serv¬ 
ed  in  bed.  and  sipoing  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call- (718)  625-2653. 
The  RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  (718) 
522-2828.  (si  7) 


REAL  ESTATE 


For  sale:  Waitsfield,  Vermont.  1  -i-  acre 
of  cleared  land.  Magnificent  views  of  at 
least  4  mtns.  Close  to  4  ski  areas.  Call 
owner  (617)  477-9805. _ (40) 

SANTO  DOMINGO-LOVERS  HERE 

Tropical  paridise.  Low  cost,  free  hotel 
newsletter.  Jack  Edwards,  Box  1987. 
Santo  Domingo,  (809)  682-2991.  (39) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8;pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -h,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114.- 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  tony,  497-8282 

_ (VI  3.32)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
’’Reality  Inc”.  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potiuck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  M  A  02238. _ (V14.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  infergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H, 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14.5) 


WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’S  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA  02111. _ (c) 

TTYrrTD 

Do  you  have  or  do  you  know  of  a  new  or 
used  TTY/TTD  device  (telecommunica¬ 
tion  device  for  the  hearing  impaired) 
which  would  like  a  new  home  at  GCN? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  write  a  grant 
and/or  work  to  fundraise  for  such  a 
device  to  become  part  of  GCN’s  office 
so  that  we  may  ’connect’  with  more  of 
our  readership?  Call  Catherine 
426-4469. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


To  all  those  who  in  and  out  of 
prison  fight  against  their  bondage. 
-Alexander  Berkman,  Prison 
Memoirs  Of  An  Anarchist 


I  Bisexual,  21  looking  for  someone 
I  that’s  understanding  and  loving. 
I  Prefer  a  woman  that  enjoys  life. 
I  Please  write.  Susan  Dailey,  904182, 
I  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794 


FREE!!! 

ISpecial  gay/lesbian  issue  of  I 
OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE.  Write: 
American  Friends  Service  Comm., 
2161  Mass  Ave,  Cambridge  MA  02140 
/’ff/.VOA'E’/f.V  SELF-HELP  LITIGA-\ 

J  TtON  MANUAL  is  available  to  prisoners 
l/or  $14.  Order  from  Oceana  Puhl,  75 
lAfa/’n  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry  NY  10522 
l/GC/V  CANNOT  afford  to  buy  and  \ 
\distribute  these  but  we  can  send  you  the 
I  table  of  contents  and  then  copy  up  to  25 
\  pages  of  the  sections  you  need! 


■■■  a 

iNew  useful  addresses  from  the] 
NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD: 

Gay  Rights  Subcommittee,  c/o  Pam  I 
I  Wynn,  3501  S.  Congress  Ave,  Lake  ] 
Worth  FL  33461.  (305)964-9455. 


I  Guild  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Paul  Albert, 
1211  Gough  St,  San  Francisco  CA  94102.  | 
(415)  861-8884.  


WARNING! 
jRichard  ‘Cindy’  BALKO  appears  to  be  j 
r'taking  advantage”  of  some  lonely  j 
ipeople.  Beware. _ 

FREE  Federal  legal  material! 

J  The  fallowing  books  can  be  obtained  from  I 
I  the:  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  US  House  of  | 
I  Representatives.  Washington  DC  20515: 

I  Ask  for:  (1)  rules  of  civil  procedure  for  the  US  I 
I  District  Courts  (with  forms);  (2]  Federal  rules! 
I  of  evidence:  (3)  Federal  Rules  of  Appellate! 
I  Procedure  (with  forms):  (4)  Rules  of  Criminal! 
I  Procedure  for  the  US  District  Courts.  We  hear  I 
■  these  are  free  and  we’re  writing  for  some  I 
I  ourselves.  Let  us  know  if  it’s  true  for| 
I  prisoners  too.  Thanks. _ 


bTI 

PiNfSJV 


It's  hard  to  get  an  issue  of  GCN  in 
here  but  occasionally  we  manage. 
The  'nobility'  here  feels  if  they  ignore 
us  we'll  go  away,  but  we're  trying  to 
band  together  and  support  each 
other.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  I  know 
someday  society  will  accept  us  as 
equals  if  we  all  pull  together.  Can  you 
list  me  in  you  penpal  section? 
Thomas  MOSIER,  EF 177805,  Box  276, 
Chester  GA  31012. 

Very  lonely  and  would  love  hearing 
from  someone.  Enjoy  chess,  reading, 
writing,  and  life  to  the  fullest.  I’m  very 
healthy  and  rational.  Willie  B. 
BROWN,  020551  (P-25),  Box  699- W, 
Sneads  FL  32460 _ 

Arkansas  prisoner,  34,  originally  from  j 
Texas,  wishes  to  meet  sincere  open- 
minded  person(s).  Sex,  drugs  and  I 
rock  'n  roll!  Well?  Gary  WHIT¬ 
TINGTON,  76919,  MSU-609,  Tucker  \ 
AR  72168. 

Doing  time  for  something  I  didn't  do. 
Need  to  hear  from  someone  who'd 
like  to  share  dreams  and  plans  we 
each  have  about  the  world  and 
ourselves.  Tom  COBERLY,  31869,  Box 
2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 

I  would  appreciate  the  chance  to 
write  a  fellow  reader  of  GCN  and  see 
it  as  a  blessing  to  express  myself  to 
someone  I'm  familiar  with.  College 
student  in  psychology,  likes  reading 
and  the  stock  market.  Albert  DAVIS, 
181-856,  Box  57,  Marion  OH  43302 
I  wrote  to  RFD  but  they  won’t  let  It  in 
here.  Would  someone  out  there  write 
them  and  get  a  copy  for  me  and  send 
it  from  there  place.  It  sounds  very 
good.  I'd  like  to  be  someone's  penpal 
too!  Robert  Lee  ANDERSON, 
EF-166918.  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd, 
Macon  GA  31213. 

I  know  for  myself  prison  is  no  answer 
to  anything.  I’m  going  through  many 
changes  and  would  dearly  like  to  hear 
from  someone  to  help  me  open  up. 
I’m  trying  to  stop  having  drugs  be  too 
much  of  my  life,  but  could  use  some 
advice.  Thanks.  James  Blake  COL- 
BURN.  305631,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. 

I’m  interested  in  modelling  and  have\ 
been  told  I  could  do  well  in  this  type  | 
of  work  and  it’s  something  Td  like. 
I've  learned  to  hate  stealing  (what  I'm 
locked  up  lor  but  had  to  do  at  the  time 
to  survive).  Now  I  just  want  to  leave 
here  arid  get  a  job  (modelling  I  hope) 
Al  MAILHOT,  085188  (1256),  PO  Box 
1100.  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 

l*'’l 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


Phone  482-2900 


SUMMER  EUROPEAN  SPECIALS 


(one-way 

fares) 

London 

$239 

Zurich 

$289 

Paris 

$253 

Geneva 

$299 

Brussels 

$199 

Rome 

$319 

Amsterdam 

$209 

Nice 

$309 

Madrid 

$239 

Munich 

$289 

Frankfurt 

$299 

Vienna 

$319 

Hamburg 

$289 

$150  off 
many 
European 
destinations 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


-GCN  SPECIALS - 

Darlings,  do  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  If  you  do, 
then  GCN’s  Computer  Committee 
needs  to  know  you!  Solve  our  problems 
and  you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our 
meetings  and  you’ll  be  charmed!  How 
can  you  resisit?  Pick  up  that  phone 
now,  and  call  Marcos  at  426-4469.  _ (c) 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCA/(167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111:  on  the  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we'll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage:  but  we'll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!). _ (c) 

CRUISE  THE  CAMPUSES? 
Volunteer  needed  to  bring  GCN  to  area 
colleges.  If  you  would  like  to  "bring  us 
along”  to  one  or  more  college,  call 
Catherine  at  426-4469. (C) 


Circulation  Department  needs  help  up 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  Thi 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  anc 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  dat< 
input.  If  you’re  interested,  call  Marco: 
at  426-4469.  Thanks.  (C 


PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  am 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCf 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 


GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O  K 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ 

HELP!!! 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  one  that 
you're  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 


CAlL€hDI^R 


April  12 
to 

April  22 

12  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  meet  for 
open  topic  discussion.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info;  661-3633. 

Waltham  —  Brandeis  Gay/Lesbian  Dance. 
Info;  891-0871. 

Cambridge  —  “Stories  of  Adolescence” 
storytelling  by  Jennifer  Justice  and  others. 
First  Church  Congregational,  11  Garden 
St.,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  $5,  $2  students  & 
seniors.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Infc 
391-3744. 

Cambridge  -  Fresh  Folk  &  Eclectic  Electric 

Music;  five  local  women  in  concert.  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  8PM.  $4.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Childcare  info;  497-1157. 

Boston  -  Girls  Night  Out  EP  Release  Party. 
The  Channel,  25  Necco  St.  8;30PM.  $4.50 
advance,  $5.50  at  door.  Info;  426-3888. 

Boston  —  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  Community 
volunteer  day.  551  Tremont  St.,  Rm.  212. 
1PM.  Info;  John  Hennessy,  482-6558 
(Tues-Fri.,  12-6PM). 

13  Sunday 

Boston  —  “Equality  and  Justice”  a  liturgy 
in  celebration  of  women  sponsored  by 
Dignity/ Boston.  Arlington  St.  Church  base¬ 
ment.  5;30PM.  Homilist;  Theresa  Kane. 

Cambridge  —  Women  and  Reproductive 
Technologies  two-day  conference.  MIT. 
Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info;  253-8844. 

Boston  —  Benefit  for  the  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance.  The  Metro, 
13/15  Landsdowne  St.  9PM-2AM.  Info; 
262-2424. 

Portland,  ME  —  Freedom  Trail  Band  Pops 
Concert  to  benefit  Maine  Health  Founda¬ 
tion.  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  425 
Congress  St.  3-5PM.  $5. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together, 

discussion  &  social.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  All  welcome.  1-5PM. 


Gay/Lesbian  Slide  Show,  April  18 

Brookline  —  Brookline,  Brighton,  Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays/Lesbians  spring 
brunch.  12;30PM.  Info;  Robert,  739-4807 
or  Barry,  277-1376. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
lesbian  potiuck.  6PM.  Followed  by  well- 
known  local  lesbian  performer.  Info; 
566-2558. 


The  Second  Awakening  of  Christa  Klages, 
April  18 


14  monday 

Somerville  —  “Woman,”  an  evening  of 
Japanese  avant-garde  dance,  poetry  & 
music.  Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis 
Square.  8PM.  Info;  625-1084. 

Boston  -  “The  AIDS  Test  That  Isn’t;  New 
Services,”  a  forum  sponsored  by  Mass. 
Dept,  of  Public  Health.  Boston  Public 
Library,  conference  room  5.  7;30PM.  Free. 

Boston  —  “Politics  of  AIDS”  action 
meeting  to  plan  for  future  forums, 
legislative  and  other  alerts.  Frost  Lounge. 
Ell  Building,  Northeastern  Univ.,  360  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  7-9PM.  All  welcome.  Info; 
Jason,  262-3598  or  Marea,  782-0977. 

15  tuesday 

Boston  -  “Frida  Kahio”  a  film  about  the 
Mexican  surrealist  painter’s  life.  Mass  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art,  Longwood  Building,  Space  46 
364  Brookline  Ave.  12;30&8PM.$1  Info’ 
739-0794. 

Worcester  -  Pink  Triangles,  presented  by 
Tech  Plus,  an  organization  for  gay  men, 
lesbians  &  friends.  Kennicutt  Hall, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute.  8;30PM. 
Free.  Informal  discussion  to  follow.  Info- 
793-5540. 


16  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Spaghetti  supper  &  entertain¬ 
ment  to  benefit  the  Prisoners’  Family  Group 
of  Massachusetts.  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
67  Newbury  St.  7PM.  $3-5. 

Boston  —  Women  and  Prison,  a  forum 
presented  by  the  Women’s  School.  Myers 
Hall,  Tremont  Temple,  88  Tremont  St 
7-9PM.  Free.  Info;  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  New  open  discussion  group 
for  women  50  and  older.  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1 .  Bring  your  issues 
and  ideas.  Info;  661-3633. 

17  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting. 

7PM.  Info:  288-9155  or  288-4367. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Writers’  Network 
meeting.  7PM.  Writers  of  all  genres 
welcome.  Info:  491-3789. 


18  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night;  all 
welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times 
Anytime  after  6PM,  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


Boston  —  Am  Tikva,  Boston’s  community 
of  lesbian  &  gay  Jews,  showing  the  slide 
show:  “Gay/Lesbian  History  Project.”  74 
Joy  St.,  Hill  House.  8PM,  Donation  re¬ 
quested.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “El  Salvador  Update,”  presenta¬ 
tion  by  FMLN/FDR  delegate.  Roxbury  Com¬ 
munity  College,  Rm.  307,  625  Huntington 
Ave.  7:30PM.  $3.  Childcare  and 
refreshments  provided.  Info:  738-4296. 

Hartford,  CT  —  New  England/New  York 
Regional  Conference  of  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alumni  Associations.  Mather  Campus 
Center,  Trinity  College.  Reception,  8PM. 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  9PM. 

Cambridge  -  Angry  Arts  presents  The  Se¬ 
cond  Awakening  of  Christa  Klages  by 
Margarethe  Von  Trotta.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM.  $2.75.  Also  Sat 
&  Sun.  Info:  625-9279. 


19  Saturday 

Salem  —  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in  concert.  Old 
Town  Hall,  Derby  Sq.  8PM.  $5  NSGLA 
Members,  $7  non-members.  Cash  bar  In¬ 
fo:  639-1398. 

Boston  -  “Something  About  the  Women” 
presents  political  activist  Meredith  Smith 
on  current  issues.  WMF0  91.5  FM.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  “The  AIDS  Crisis:  Pastoral 
Dimensions  of  an  Epidemic,”  an  all-day 
conference.  Harvard  Divinity  School,  45 
Francis  Ave.  9AM-6PM.  $8,  $4  students  & 
low-income. .  Info:  Paul  David  Wadler, 
282-4866. 

Somerville  —  “Step  Into  the  Light,”  a  con¬ 
cert  with  Patty  Larkin,  Tracy  Chapman  & 
Shawn  Colvin.  Somerville  Theatre.  8PM, 
$10.50  &  $8.50.  Info:  625-1081. 


20  Sunday 

Boston  —  First  Annual  Leather  &  Lace  Party 
to  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
Hospice  Program.  Buffet,  music,  raffle  for 
VCR.  119  Merrimac  St.  4-10PM. 

Cambridge  —  Book  celebration  &  talk  with 
Sheila  Jeffreys,  author  of  The  Spinster  & 
Her  Enemies;  Feminism  and  Sexuality 
1880-1930.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  2-4PM.  Info:  876-5310. 

Boston  —  Contributors  to  The  Apocalypse 
Anthology  will  read  their  work  to  benefit 
Mobilization  for  Survival.  The  Trident  Cafe 
338  Newbury  St.  4;30-6PM.  $2. 

Boston  —  Sisterhood  and  Solidarity: 

Women  in  Nicaragua  and  the  U.S.  Roxbury 
Community  College,  625  Huntington  Ave. 
Rm.  307.  7PM.  $3.  English/Spanish 
translation,  ASL  interpreted.  Childcare, 
522-7572  by  April  16.  Info;  524-6822. 


21  monday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Passover  Seder. 

Brighton  Jewish  Community  Center, 
6:30PM.  Reservations:  $5  members,  $6 
non-members.  Bring  a  dairy/veggie 
Passover  dish  to  share.  Info:  497-6197, 


22  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Women  22  and 
under  meet.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Salem  —  “Coming  Out  —  an  informal  com¬ 
munity  discussion”  sponsored  by  North 
Shore  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance.  Grace 
Episcopal  Church,  385  Essex  St.  7:30PM. 
Free.  Info:  745-3848. 


note  this! 

La  La  La  Human  Steps. 

Choreography  by  Edouard  Lock;  Musical 
Composition.  Randall  Kay  and  Louis  Seize; 
Lyrics  by  Randall  Kay,  Edouard  Lock,  and 
Louis  Seize.  Presented  by  The  Dance  Um¬ 
brella. 

The  advance  publicity  for  Montreal- 
based  choreographer  Edouard  Lock’s 
newest  work.  Human  Sex,  promises 
one  which  “catapults  our  vision  of  both 
sexual  roles  and  physical  limitations 
into  a  state  of  disarray."  Acclaimed 
around  the  world  as  a  “revolutionary” 
new  voice  in  contemporary  dance  and 
theater  performance.  Lock  and  his 
company  of  four  dancer/musicians.  La 
La  La  Human  Steps,  were  in  Boston 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Dance  Um¬ 
brella  for  performances  at  Boston 
Shakespeare  Company,  March  13-15. 
While  Lock  and  company  do  realize 
their  destabilizing  aim,  they  do  so  only 
I  by  degenerating  into  a  surprising  sex¬ 
ual  chauvinism. 

On  entering  the  theater  for  the  per¬ 
formance,  the  audience  is  confronted 
by  an  array  of  clustered  television  sets, 
musical  instruments  and  electronic 
whatnots  including  some  which  are  ac¬ 
tivated  by  the  motion  of  the  dancers. 
Lock,  who  serves  as  emcee  for  the  oc¬ 
casion,  enters  at  the  beginning  of  the 
piece  and  quizzes  the  audience  on  its 
fantasy  life:  “Do  you  have  desires 
which  interfere  with  the  course  of  daily 
life?  Desires  which  leave  your  mouth 
open  at  inappropriate  times?”  (Ner¬ 
vous  laughter  from  audience.)  What 
follows  for  over  70  long  minutes  is  a 
collection  of  skits,  orations  and  blaring 
new  wave  songs  on  relations  between 
the  sexes.  (The  nature  of  the  songs  is 
an  assumption  since  virtually  all  of  the 
lyrics  were  unintelligible.  When  asked 
for  a  copy  of  the  lyrics,  the  Dance  Um¬ 
brella  management  seemed  in¬ 
credulous;  perhaps  we  aren’t  sup¬ 
posed  to  know  what  they  are  singing.) 

The  movement  which  accompanies 
this  extravaganza  is  complex,  violent 
and  performed  with  admirable  preci¬ 
sion.  Particularly  impressive  is  Louise 
Lacavalier,  who  repeatedly  flings 
herself  from  a  standing  position  into  a 
midair  horizontal  spin,  landing  in  the 
arms  of  or  on  the  prostrate  body  of  one 
of  the  other  dancers.  The  performers 
hurl  themselves  and  each  other  across 
the  stage  and  “communicate”  through 
what  seems  to  be  a  cross  between  con¬ 
tact  improvisation  and  stylized  Black 
Power  handshakes.  The  daring  and 
novelty  that  is  an  element  of  this  move¬ 
ment  is  lost  in  the  work,  however,  as 
the  same  routines  are  repeated 
endlessly  during  the  course  of  the 
work,  the  only  variation  being  the 
dancers  who  perform  it.  In  groups  of 
two,  three  or  four  dancers,  in  mixed- 
sex  and  same-sex  combinations  (the 
“revolutionary”  part?),  the  dancers  per¬ 
form  the  moves  over  and  over  until  they 
become  commonplace  and  expected. 

Lock’s  rejection  of  traditional  sexual 
roles  —  something  he  inexplicably 
terms  a  "fundamental  risk”  (his  em¬ 
phasis)  —  is  characterized  by  the 
destruction  of  one  role  and  the  all- 
embracing  establishment  and 
dominance  of  the  other.  Rather  than  at¬ 
tempting  to  transcend  traditional  sex¬ 
ual  roles  as  a  salient  factor  in  human 
interaction.  Lock  makes  everyone  a 
“man.”  The  two  women  dancers,  each 
incredibly  strong,  are  distinguished 
from  the  men  dancers  only  by  their 
pseudo-butch  drag  —  they  lift  the  men 
and  each  other,  jump  as  high  as  the 
men,  and  are  otherwise  just  as 
physically  daring.  While  Lock  argues 
convincingly  that  women  can  be  just 
as  “good”  as  men,  he  disappoints  by 
not  creating  and  defining  the  new  non¬ 
sexist  human. 

—  Don  Hill 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


"'^‘NATIONAL  TREASURES” 

•MS.  magazine 

SAVAGE... DELICIOUS-HILARIOUS” 

-San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Friday  April  25,  8  pm 
The  Strand  Theatre 
534  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester 

(Buses  from  Andrew  Stn.,  Red  Line) 
Wheelchair  Accessible 
Sign  Language  Interpreted 
Childcare  by  reservation:  523-3772 

Tickets:  $8  more  if/less  if 

For  more  info  call  Stephanie:  (617)  426-4469 

TTY:  524-3817 

Tickets  available  after  April  7  at: 

Gay  Community  News,  167TremontSt.,  Boston  Glad  Day  Books,  43  Winter  St.,  Boston 

Red  Bookstore,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  Words,  1 86  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 


Sure,  I  could  use  some  fun!  *Send  me  (and  my  friend)  a  ticket. 

Name;  _ _ Amount  enclosed: _ 

Address:  _ _ Number  of  Tickets: _ 

City,  State,  Zip: _ _ _ 


♦Mail  S.A.S.E.  and  your  check  to:  GCN,  Box  14(X),  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


